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N O ſubject can be more generally intereſting, than that 


which the following pages treat of, whether an ner in a 


- 


The injuſtice and cruelty of the SLAVE TRADE, have free 


quently been noticed by authors, whoſe ſubject has led them 
1 treat of the common g bee of men. 


* 
\ : 


The moſt enlightesed nations of Europe, nevertheleſs, 


| have ſtill continued the inhuman traffic; — the apparent pro- 


ts reſulting from the horrid commerce, ſtifling alike the 


voice of nature, and the remonſtrances of reaſon, 


"dreadful trade than other natidns, ſhe has alſo the honour of 
being the firſt to declare aloud her abhorrence of it, and to 


If Britain has ſhared more deeply in the guilt of this 


invite other ſtates, by her example, to abandon a commerce, 


marked throughout its whole progreſs by acts of unſpeak- 


able cruelty, unparalleled i in rue ee of n moſt n 
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To procure an abolition of the A RN Save Tab, 
ſo far at leaſt as this kingdom was concerned in it, by an act 
of the Legiſlature, a Society was formed about two years 
ago at London, compoſed of perſons no leſs reſpectable by 
their rank in life, than for the humane and diſintereſted mo- 
tives which actuated them. — The generous example was 
quickly followed in other the principal cities and towns in 
England; and by their unwearied labours, the hitherto 
impenetrable veil which ſcreened this 1nfernal traffic, and its 
hardened conductors, from univerſal execration, has been | 
| torn off, and ſuch ſcenes of deliberate cruelty, perfidy, 
and murder, have. been brought to light, that bumanity 
ſhudders at the view, and the feeling heart ſhrinks inward . 
with horror at the recital of tales of real woe, far ex- 
n all the tragic 1 5 ever pee 

But the i 1 thoſe dies K e Aſſocia | 
tions have not terminated here i—they have been enabled 
to demonſtrate, in the cleareſt manner, the national impo- 
licy of the SLAVE Txavr, as productive of bankruptcy ts the 
Weſt India planter, and as undermining our naval ſtrength, 
by deſtroying more ſeamen in one year than are loſt in all 
our other foreign trades together g in two years: hereby 
holding forth an unanſwerable argument for its abolition, 
even to thoſe with whom motives of juſtice, and Spmpalion | 
to the ſuffering Africans, would be pled in vain, © | 
It behoved the Legiſlature | maturely to deliberate, pre- 
| Tipps to its deciſion upon an object of ſo great magnitude, 


Hence, : 
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valid during e e e 


more could be accompliſhed than a law, fixing the number 
of negroes to be taken aboard each flave ſhip of a given. 
burden, and thereby affording ſome We to the 295k 
e Gs wretched eee yl W eee Rope 

Jn the hed Selſon, ating the ey + of an 
immediate total abolition of the Trade, undergoes a com- 
plete diſcufion; and from the powerful fupport which the 
queſtion met, in ite introduction before the Committee of 
the Houſe of Commons on the 13th inſtant; the friends of 
mn Wow the nas SIR Fg . the iſſue. 

To vii thefe | hope all who wiſh well to the __m_ 

and to ſlimulate their further exertions, ſhould they ſtill ts 
wanted, is the 1 intention of this nn 

Mee Mr Beauty's Ge and the Obfrrationg 
annexed to it, refer to the temporary bill paſſed laſt year, 
yet the arguments offered by him in ſiipport of rhat bill, 
and the Remarks on the Evidence produced in oppoſition 


139795 


to it, ſtrengthen t the 1 n 2 of a total 


— 


The Speech of Mr Wilberforce is printed from the fulleſt 
and moſt correct account which any of the newſpapers have 
n of it. It muſt be remembered at the ſame time, that, 

in its preſent form, it is direſted of _ thoſe graces of ſtyle, 
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85 — language, and beauty of arrangement, which how 
; euere from all een . n oeet 14 181 
4 1 e li 1h net ts: 70 
- The laſt little tract in this 8 is jnferted.; in RE, 
tice to a Nation, with whom we have' heretofore conteſted the 
palm of viQtory in many a bloody field, —happily now en- 
| paged nnn nder. 955 | dy 8 4 


by, 
11 


Tue ee Afembly 1 the 3 of. 3 a, 
at one of their diets laſt year, by a reſolution emered upon 
their records, declare their abhorrence of the African Slave 
Trade, as 4 YVIOLATION-OF THE RIGHTS OF MANKIND, AND 
THE FEELINGS OF HUMANITY,—lt were to be wiſhed, as 
that Venerable Body are now fitting, they would ſtill more 
publicly.avow their ſentiments upon this ſubject, by a peti- 
tion to Parliament.—The ambaſſadors of the Prince of 
Peace, and Miniſters of that Goſpel which inſpires univer- 
fal philanthropy, cannot ſurely appear io a more honour- 
able or, conſiſtent character, than in pleading the cauſe of 
millions of the. human race ;—in aſking for them, neither 
Protection nor favour, but that they may be left to the free 
enjoyment of the privileges they derive, from the common 
Parent of the Univerſe, waosz TENDER MERCIES ARE OVER ALL 
| HIS WORKS. | 
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 Ac3Hoven oh act ate Aden 
for regulating che conveyance: of negroes, 
did not aim at the point to which the at- 
tention, of the Society has been inyariably 
directed, viz. The Abolition of the Slave : 
Trade; Vet as t 1e — offered in 
ſupport of the bill, and the evidence pro- 
duced j in oppoſition to it, "tended eatly 
5 promote "their Uelich k by ft Ll | 
the general reaſoning in favour of their 
 great-objec, che Committee think them- 
| ſelves. fortunate in having been able to. 
prevail on the members whoſe 8 peech and 
| Remarks ow” to permit their fable 


„FF 
5 55 Order of the Cmmitcee, 


wh 1 T 1 
e SHARP, Chairman: 
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THE Te remark I 2 the * noble Lerd fh 5 
fſupport of a vericity of the witneſ- | 
1 be Nb friends of the African trade 8 
have thought fit to call to your bar, I am 
not inclined to diſpute. Their evidence 

18 clear, the facts they have eſtabliſhed we © 
important, and the natural concluſions | 


from theſe facts, however oppolite 1 to thoſe 
which they intended ſhould be drawn, are, 
in my judgment, decifive on the caſe. | 
On this occaſion two queſtions a ariſe. | 
gre 0 » Lord \Pearbjo: 967 mote e 5 2 
ha: * N 2 5 The i 


PTY 


The Giſt i b ber in FE OR . | 
. tranſporting to the Weſt Indies 
che negroes which are purchaſed in Africa, 35 
ſuch NW Rego * reſtrictions 
of law? $167 e 


ee 16, Whetber ü the refteiciions ; 
7 which this bill propoſes to enact will, or 

ks Wroigy 8 R the 
3 5 1 5 


© Theſe - are. hat. ein 2 to which the | 
counſel, who pleaded this day at your bar 
in behalf of the African merchants, di- 
- rected his principal attention, and they 
do in reality comprehend the . of the 5 
en now before. „ 5 

l hiy A on "cy firſt of theſs | 
points, the counſel declared that che appel- 
lation of abuſe could only be given to ſuch 
a mode of conveyance as is dangerous, to 
the lives or health of the negroes. I ac- 
cept his definition, narrow as it is, and 
ſhall. make it the baſis of my reaſoning. 


45 To the queſtion then, © Is the preſent mode 
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of exanſportation comparible win nt hve 


regard to the lives and health of he 
| Aricans, what has been the evidence at 


_ Four bar ?—whar the language of the wit- 


neſſes? They told you, that five feet in 
length, and fixteen inches in breadth, was 
as much as their practice, upon an ave- 


| rage, allotted to each/fluve; chat this ſpace 


| was all the room they could allow for 


| the African and his irons; and that in or- 


der to accommodate him to this extent, 
which they deſcribed as liberal, recourſe 
is had to every poſſible contrivance. In 
| the firſt place, the lower deck is entirely 
covered with bodies: in the next, the 
height between the floor of that deck 
and the roof abe ve (a height which they 
acknowledge ſeldem amounts to five feet 
eight inches, and ſometimes does not ex- 
ceed four feet) is divided by a platform, 
- which is alſo covered with bodies. Thus 
tthe diſtance from the floor on which ſome 
of the Africans are laid, to the platform 
on which others are ſpread, is but two feet 
in many caſes, and but two feet and a 
gt inches in the reſt; and from the 
7 4 A 3 1 . 
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pl rm w the upper gork; which conſti⸗ 

tutes the roof, there is but a fimilar . 
he faine ingenuity of package and per- 
tecklon ef contrivance is uleppd, wed 
_ ding to the witneſſes account, in filling 
every other part of the veſſel, in which a 
human body can be ng” paper is the - 
TO of” wenge eh ver 1s! 6 int 
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% *: 52 * 


8 Now wha, frown: this ouldanes: of the 
3 he at the bar tan evidence given 
with reluctance, on a croſs examination, 
and therefore of deciſive credibility) is the 
effect of that conveyance on the lives and 
healths both of the — and the ſea- 
men? “I do confeſy' (ſays one of the 
witneſſes)-* that e I was maſter of 
* the Tartar, I loſt in one voyage a third 
* of my ſeamen, and 120 negroes, which 
* was alſo a third of the whole,” Was 
this the total of your loſs 5 I cannot ſay 
* it Was; 12 negroes periihed by an ac- 
cident: they were drowned.” Had you 
no other mortality except that of the 120 
negroes, and that of the 127 No other 
1 wap the gde bot I' loſt" ers en 


= 
LO 


4 


$80, 1 negroes before. 1; left the 
« coaſt. Thus it appears, that 126 Afri- 
cans, being a third of the whole, died 
upon the voyage, that 12 more were 
drowned, and that from 20 to 30 more 
pere devoured by different diſcaſes be- 
fore his cargo was completed, Such 19 
the evidence of one of the witneſſes at your 
bar; yet the very counſel who called that 
' witneſs, aſſerts that no abuſes deſerving 
the notice of Parliament, none which en- 
danger the lives, or affect the health, of 
the negroes, exiſt in the African trade. 
The counſel indeed, who is paid by his 
_ clients, and who does not concèei ve that 
his honour is pledged to the truth of his 
arguments, or his character concerned in 
the juſtice of his cauſe, may think him 
ſelf at liberty to contradict the common 
feelings, and affront the common ſenſe of 
mankind. But I cannot perſuade myſelf 
that ſuch of the members of this Houſe as 
bave hitherto oppoſed the bill will ven⸗ 
ture on the ſame deſperate aſſertions. On 
this point of mortality, what is the lan- 
: ne of the other witneſſes 2; Though, 
1300 A4 1 intereſted _ 


5 intereſted aw and parties __ 
dhe bill, their confeſſion is, that of the 


men of the ſtrongeſt conſtitutions of any 
which Africa affords, No leſs, on an ave+ 


rage, than five in each hundred periſh in 


EC 


g roes of the Windward Coaſt, who are 


the voyage, a voyage it muſt be remem- 


| bered of but for wwrks continuance, In 

a twelvemonth then, what muſt be the 
proportion of the dead? no lefs than 43 
in every hundred; ſeventeen times the 
© - ufagl rate of mortality t for all the eſti- 


mates of life ſuppoſe; and Dr Price ex · 


Preſety declares, that, except" in very par- 


ticular ſituations (of which, as we find 
from the hiſtory of Captain Cook's voy- 


ages, the ſen is not one) no more than a 


fortieth of the people, or two and a half 
in the hundred, die within the ſpace of a 


| year,——S$nch then is the compariſon.— 
In the ordinary courſe of nature, the 
number of perſons (including thoſe in age 
and infancy, the weakeſt periods of exiſt- 
_ ence) who periſh in the courſe of a twelve. 


month, is at the rate of but two and a half 


| in a FOO but in an African voyage, 


notwith· 


1 
notwichſtanding the old are excluded, and 
few infants are admitted; notwithſtand= 
ing the people are in the firmeſt period 
of life, the liſt of deaths preſents an an- 
nual mortality of forty- three in a hun- 
dred. It preſents this mortality even in 
_ veſſels from the Windward Coaſt of Afri. 
ca, but in thoſe of Bonny, Benin, and tht 
 Calabars, from whence the greateſt pro- 
portion of the ſlaves are brought, the 
mortality is increaſed by a variety of cauſes, 
of which the greater length of the voyage 
is one, and is ſaid to be twice as large; 
which fuppoſos that in every hundred the 
deaths annually amount to no leſs than 
eighty- fix. Yet” even the former compa- 
ratively low mortality, of which the coun- 
ſel ſpeaks with ſatisfaction as a proof of 
the kind and compaſſionate treatment of 
the ſlaves, even this indolent and lethar- 
gie deſtruction, gives to the march of 
death ſeventeen times its uſual ſpeed; It is 
a deſtruction which if general but for enn 
_ gears would depopulate the world, blaſt the 
_ purpoſes of its creation, and extinguiſh 
ſhe human race. After theſe probfs of 


— 


* horrors, —_ an African Voyage, w. That 
all we think of the perſons who. have 
| the confidence to tell vou, chat the con- 
veyance of the Africans. from their native 
land is a mercantile concern with which 
v ſhould Not interfere ; 0 and, while they 
Prefumptucuſſy caution you againſt an 
officious . inter meddling, Ukewiſe tell you 
that you cannot he judges of the ſubject } ? 
5 Lou form (ſays the counſel), your opi- 


ce 


nion of the feelings of the negroes bx 


| ee thoſe that belong to yourſelves ; 3 4 miſ- : 
| 6 4 ben and inapplicable teſt: for though, 


in their ſituation you might be miſera- 
5 9 yet to them, the circumſtances of 
« the voyage are not inconſiſtent with 


e comfort or happineſo, Stronger Rill ; 


ypon this point, is the language of the 
witneſſes, We, whoſe feelings, haye ne- 
ver known the hardening influence of an, 
African ſan, naturally thought, that if a 


man, be his complexion, what it may, be 


ſuddenly torn from his family and friends, 
and be violently wrenched from his na- 
tive ſoil, his ſuffering muſt be great; and | 


. if 1 to thels en, be added the Ba, 
: | = : perpetual 5 


4 


| perpetual. loſs of freedom; his en aan; 
be intenſe. Juſt the reverſe (lay the 
witneſſes); +%.-the; direct e ntrary is the 
Fefactn the voyage from Africa, is the 
«+ happieſt period of his life. I ſhould 
aloſt⸗ be tempted to eee from the 
evidence at the bar, that the fetters on 
dhe hands of che Africans, and the irons 
on their feet, are intended to check the 
wild expreſſions of tumultuous and fran- 
tic joy, rather than to , counteract .the | 
gloomy purpoſes of deſpair. Some of us 
imagined, that when to the burning at 
: moſphere of the torrid zone, is added the 
ſuffocating heat of numbers crowded into a 
narrow ſpace, the ſuffering muſt be dread- 
ful: but here again we are miſtaken; 7 
ſo much ſo indeed, that the counſel 


treated the very idea as ridiculouſſy deli- 


cate. and finical; and the - witneſſes Jay; 


that the Barer warmth is the very 


thing which the Africans deſire; they ac- 
cept it as a boon; they ſolicit it as an en- 
joyment. One would think from the evi- 
dience at the bar, and from the arguments 
i 29:9 The: counſel Pann the ſolid peſ- 
cilenes 


tial eva of at Attican hip is otiges 
tial to the conſtitution, and exhilarating to 
the ſpirits of a negro. Could any ching add 
to che indignation we feel at ſueb a trade, 
ernducret in ſuch u way, it would be the 
prrpeſfervus arguments hy which that tyade 
it ugſended.— Among che gentlemen who 
oppoſe this bill there are ſome who think 


. e ee en Weſt In = 


heard from the witneſſes (whos teſtimony 


often acquired additional ſtrength from ; 


the reluctance with which it was given) 
the ravages of this remorfeleſs trade, even 
they muſt, Tam confident, have felt an 


__ earneſt wiſh that the neceſſity of the traf- 


nic did not exiſt, May I then be per- 
mitted to point out to the Weſt India ſets 
tlements, not preſumptuouſſy, but with 
fare, a line of conduct that would foon 
ſuperſede the neceſſity of the negro traffic, 5 
and promote, at the ſame time, the inte- 
reſt of the planters ? I think with them, 
e in „!!! 
Cs | e ern | 


1 —— ne 
3 . 


| ike thoſe of 8 bill, -onfined to 
the mode of their conveyance, t the provin- 
cial. legiſlatures of our” Weſt dia 2 
ments ſhould undertake the conduct of the 
buſineſs. Now if, as "oe: wileſt: maxims 


of policy ſuggeſt; thoſe legiſlatus 
1 A dax on n negro 1 


An, e — in kg Snider 
22 * Wynne ——— of nem 


Epe rally: Py in wind; of theſe ings | 

(the efficacy of which might otherwife ba 
_ retarded by negroes illicitly imported) a 
. WW DR and 


. 


2 Proviſion made, that all who, are ob 
enrolled hal be — Ran To ches 
provincia aſſemblies. who ſhall thus defs | 
rey the aſſerted neceſſity, and therefore 
exiſtence of the traffic in human be- 

, immortal honour will be dust. and 

ſtill more ample will be their fame, ſhould 
they add to the liberal policy o e mea- 
L. ahn wiſe and neee ent of _ 


then be revered dee. e diſtinguiſhed 0s 
| tors of their country, and as the 
friends and benefaQtors of human ki Wr 
— ubject of pr guy 
ſet of my argument I obſerved, - that the 
counſel has not only attempted to ſhew, 
that the ſufferings of the negroes in their 
paſſage are merely ideal, and che mortali- 
iy too trifling for notice, but that the pre- 


hy ſent bill, in profeſling to regulate, would 


really aboliſh the trade. With what ſuc 
_ ceſs he has attempted to eſtabliſh his firſt 
propoſition. I have already e \the 
other remains to n r 
ein : | "The a 


1 0 1 


LT The bill propoſes to enact, that tlie nüm- 
ber of Africans who ſhall be carried in 
any veſſel, ſhall be reſtricted by a rule, 


chat is foun 


ded on the joint conſideration, 


of the ſize of the veſſel, and the accom. 
| modations with which it is Furniſhed. vl 


ſonable propoſition, - or one that; 
in imf ing a reſtraint on the eagerneſs 
of avarice, more effeCtually conſults the 
intereſts of the merchant; is not perhaps 


to be found in the polity of nations. Yet | 
theſe proviſions the witneſſes object to as 


ruinous to their trade: For the French; 
ay they, our our rivals in the African com- 
merce, will be ſubject to no reſtraint; and 
as the merchant᷑ beſt underſtands the na- 
ture of his on concern, and the mode 


of conducting 1 it to advantage, their Iree- | 
Hom oppoſed to our refrain,” will give them 


ty; a ſuperiority 


chat will be reltclered Rillmbre decifiveby 


the bounty which the French government 
beſtows.— Such are the ne of the 
| come and the dap me; 0 76h LOT 5 
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trade, a lottery. . af: the worſt | =p oe 
rules, of prudence, are often as n 


ens e it; for. ks — -. 


one of the, principal bras 
"3 "-paxal iron 
merce. | Does chen eu 3 con- 


the grave of the 5 — Pons 1 
che number of our e WhO 


yearly. facrificed to this dreadful traffic; 


miercial gain is ; able to compenſate In 
chis view of t 


as the counſel has deſcribed, what proofs 


has he brought, that in conſequence of the”. 
trade will be given to our 
rivals ?. Is he not aware; that of the $0,000 
Africans hom our ſhips. annually con- 
vey, more than one half is ſold for the 
uſe of our own” Weſt India ſettlements? 
That moiety, therefore, if we chooſe to 


. preſent bill tha 


.retaif the trade, is beyond the reach of 


1 en Tor, admitting that the reſtraints ; 
pre | h the number of 


en tranſported | n each. velle}, and 
chat we OE Temes by. A* merchadt 
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he ſubject then, we have no 
reaſon to dread the induſtry and enterpri{- 
ing ine of the French: but ſhould we 
6 , that, in a mercantile- view, the N. 
rional value of the African trade is fuch 


n 


For thoſs whom he dee "convey," eis, 
for this reaſon, be ſomewhat raiſed; - it 
follows indeed, that the coſt to the Britiſh | 
planter my" be greater than at preſent; 
but it does not follow, nor is it in any re- 
ſpect true, that the merchants of France 
can ſeize the commerce. Nothing 
is in queſtion then but that part of che 
trade, the leaſt confiderable of the two, 

' which is carried on „ pas. the the 
Foreign plantations in the Weſt Indies; 
and even that part af it, if 50 advantage | 
of a redaced mortality be weighed, 1 is ex- 
poſed to no other diminution than that 
which, independently of this bill, may a- 
riſe from the exorbitant premiums which, 
at this time, are given by the French go- 
vernment for the eee, ee wank its 
weed de þ = 3 
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Hitherto 1 ke FAR on Ge rr 7 
_"ition of the counſel, that the trade to 
Africa will continue to receive the coun 
tenance and protection of the French : but 

chere is reaſon to think, that, let the ulti- : 


. 23 ) 


tate decifion'of the Britiſh legiſlature on 
this hideous traffic be what it may, its 
exiſtence among the French will ſpeedily 
be aboliſhed, Already the beſt and moſt - 
reſpectable part of their great community, 
all their philoſophers, all their men of 
ſelence, all their literary men; are earneſt 
in their wiſhes for its extinction; and two 
of the greateſt miniſters her government 
has ever known, Turgot and Neckar, have 


recorded their fixed abhorrence of its cru- 


elty and guilt. A noble lord, whoſe judg· 
ment on this ſubject is undoubtedly the 
reverſe of theirs, ſmiles, I obſerve, at the 
mention of literary men; but allow me to 
tell him, that their influence is great in a 
country in which the empire gf. opinion i- 
all things : already have we ſeen them ac- 
compliſhing more difficult events than the 
abolition: of a traffie, which is not leſs 
diſguſting to the reaſon, than hateful to 
the feelings of our nature; a traffic which 
exiſts but by human htl and the 
gains of which are conſtantly polluted with 
bloed. as the noble lord forgotten the 
Fel 9921 B fucceſs 


4 ; 
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| Facebly ich which, in the e of the 
two great men I have mentioned, they 
_ oppoſed tlie authority of ſcience to the 
ſternneſy of power, and the rectitude of 


philoſophy to the corruptions of a court? 


Does he not know that they have actually 


effected what/ none but themſelves have 


at any time ventured to attempt; for 


within the domairis of a cruel religion, 
they alone have erected an altar to Mercy ? 


Does he not know that they alone have in- 


ſtructed their countrymen to aſſert their 


violated rights, and reclaim their ancient 
conſtitution ? Does he not khow that 70 
them it is owing, that at this very hour, 
to the aſtoniſhment of Europe, the voice 
of Freedom is heard in the inmoſt receſſes 
of the palace? Again I repeat, that let 
Britain determine as ſhe will, the guilt 
and infamy of this traffic will not rig 


be e in F rance. 


Thus I 3 adde th nn ah : 
ge chat have been ſtated to the bill, 
"wo am alhamed to reflect that it could be | 


e 5 


wy. 


n to ſpeak ſo long i in . 
ſuch a cauſe: For what, after all, is aſked 
by the propoſed regulation ? On the. part 
of the Africans, the whole of their pur» 
port is, that thoſe whom you allow to be 


robbed. of all things but liſe, may not un- 
neceſſarily and wantonly be deprived of | 


life, too.—On; the part. of your. ſeamen all 


thar is ſuggeſted is, that. after they have 
hazarded their lives in your ſervice, and 

_ fought the battles, of their country, you 

would not, when poverty 'compels them 


to accept a birth in an African ſhip, allow 
| them to be expoſed to uſeleſs danger, or 
e virgin to NE death, - 


T0 this py. to che e to the 5 


feelings of the Houſe, I now make my 
Abreu, perfectly confident that you will 


folerate as ſenators a traffic, which as 
men, you ſhudder to contemplate ; ; and that | 
you will not take upon yourſelves the re- 


ſponſibility of this waſte of exiſtence, — 

To the memory of former parliaments the 
Horrors of this traffic will be an eternal 
ARES . reproach ; 


x) 


a W — former W "nk 


preſſion the ſuffering in 


not known, as you, on the cleareſt evi- 
dence, now know, | the dr eadful nature of 
this trade, Should you reject this bill, 
no exertion of yours to reſcue from op- 
abitants of your 
eaſtern empire; no records of che pro- 


ſperous ſtate to which, after a long and 


 vinſvcceſsful: war, you have reſtored your 
native land; no proofs, however ſplendid, 
chat, under your guidance, Great Britain 
has recovered her rank, and is again the 
arbitreſs of nations, will ſave your names 
from the ſtigma of everlaſting diſhonour. 
The broad mantle of this one infamy 
will coyer with ſubſtantial. blackneſs the 


_ radiance of your glory, and change to 


feelings of abhorrence the preſent/admi- 
ration of the world. Pardon the ſuppoſi- 


ion of ſo impoſſible an event. 1 know 


that juſtice and mercy are the conſtant at- 
tributes of your character, and that the 
luſtre of their ds is woo as enn 
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E was the with of thoſe who oppoſed the 
n to prove, 1ſt, That it was 
neceſſary ; by ſhewing, chat the preſent 
mode * ee he negroes is well 
to preſerve not only life, but 
| heakh—an 2dly, That gt would be ruin, 
not regulation to the trade, if the ſhips 
ſhould be ON from. taking at leaſt 
two full grown ſlaves, or three ſmall ones, 
10 each ton of their burthen.—As much 


B 4 kc.rertion 


4 


exertion was 3 and many de 1 
— Erd called; to ſeſtabliſpr t truth ofctheſeę 
aſſertions, it may at firſt appear ſtrange 
3 that the bill ſhould have been paſſed with- 
ont the production of any evidence pre — 
feſſedly 1 in ſupport o of it, except the re por * 
= of Mr Farrey, who rs ſent de Wan to | 
8 Liver 00l to examine the veſſels exapleyed. | 
in the trade; But all fanprige will imme 
8 2 ceaſe, on a ſlight attention to the 
allegations» of 4 * Ponen! maj rity 
| of which made irectly —_ thy = ” OWN, 
cauſes and of thoſe which ſeemed. to fa- 
your it, many were politively contradicted 
by Mr Parrey' 8 dene a more 0 3 | 


are) own. . 
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by a At ly — che E | 
The bulinels* but a töleräble judgment 
may be formed Gromð a few ſpecimens. . 
lating to one point, -which, for this pur- 
poſe, more than on account of their in- . 


bini e are here introduced. * ; 
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"Thar the. African eee 


e es between decks 8 
height between decks deemed Aufkctent te 
1 of eee ere fixe feet nem 
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not, take fewer ſlaves in e- eee 
thats which are furniſhed with them. 


+ 42. 


eine PESNESSN ON RL Aff Tris. . 
On the Ons Mr Parrey's nes * 
_ Informaihugy:cio0 oi EHI 


11 eon A gk A 8 8 8905 1 
| mathe hat of . : = wployed: 1 che 


p * us * 
Ss 2 * LF s i 2 " * A: "| 'F 


* — 9 are og ina of 1 3 tho EIS: > 4 R . 
broad, erected againſt the ſhip s ſides between decks, - 
and projecting horizontally toward the middle of the 
| ſhip=the height is thus divided in two, and after the | 
whole floor of the deck is covered with ſlaves, they are 
big! in a ſeeond 1 tier on theſe ſhelves almoſt from ſtem. to 


2 8 3 = trade 


3 — frequently appropriated to the full- 
grown ſlaves, who are uſually kept below 
3 5 © or 46 agus of the 24 during the time 


trade which be W ten only were buile 
expreſsly for the purpoſe - that of the nine 
he meaſured, the average height beween 4 
deaks was but 5 feet 2 inches _ | thefour | 


four were under 200; tons, wh yet all 


Had platforms; either wholly or in — „ 


1 2 In r mb | | 
"rigs, by — mou A 


of eee wee 2 inches bigh be 
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2 che ſlaves and crew when on — from 
comparing the different relations, 
| appears © to be bh as P viz, 


the truth | 


That e oat betw 5 | 


| ner oe brought ou. 


1 irons as — as — remain on the md, 
| 1. e. for fix weeks or fix months as it may 
happen—thar the boys and girls are ſent- 
ed about che ſhip, in the cabin, * fore- 
caſtle, or deck, or on a kind of platforms 
leren over che deck—that the uſual 
lodging of the ſeamen is on deck alſo, de- 
ended from the weather only by tempo—- 
rary awnings, or the platforms above- men- 
tioned. Much was ſaid to induce the be- 
ef of a particular apartment being allotted 
to the fiek/; hut by the variety of incon- 
ſiſtent acconnticreſpeftitigh it, the fact was 
rendered extremely dubious, if not totally 
incredible. As to the ſpace actually al- 
| lowed to each individual, this being the 
0 point on which they were moſt guarded, 
it was found impoſſible to obtain decifive 
anſwers upon it, either as to * * . 


by 1 * bo 


ede few ſhips have any. | e 


W 


cover = ar — of —.— 
is, 19; place them ag cloſe as they, can lie, 
boch on che floor of the deck, and on the 
platiorms. - . 4-66 35 1:2 vealed: FE 3g 
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3 WP * as — of 2 
denn witneſſes, corroborated! by their own 
gecounts of 35 voyages mentioned in the 


thoſe, who die after their arriyal in the i. 


35 ands of diſorders contracted on b R 


n is a fe in evidence Kat ches Sar! per cent. 
often die in the interval On, the  thips: reporting and 


E cargoes. wo Hs 


| 
| evidence, that the average, during the 
' middle paſſage only, amounts to 6 per 
| cent. Of about 40,000 negroes, there- 
a fares, ho are annually dragged away 
| 4 from Africa in Britiſh ſhips, We learn 
. tum ibeir carriers, that not ige than 2400 
| periſh. during a voyage of ſix or eight 
| l Weeks, In addition ta which number muſt 
10 | be taken, thoſe loſt by diſeaſe and accident 
91 during the ſtay of the ſhips on the coaſt, and 

| 


The 


4 * ; |; - = 


ATTIRE hich uch an —_ | 
count muſtzexcite in every humane mind, 
is yet aggravated by the farther informa- 
tion that by a proper attention to all fa- 
vourable circumſtances, / much of this 
might be avoided; for in ſeveral of the 
voyages alluded to, the loſs has not ex- 
ceeded one per cent. which affords the 
ſtrongeſt preſumption that this enarmous 
deſtruction of the ſpecies is no leſs unne· 
ceſſary than inhuman, and is greatly if not 
intirely owing to the improper modes of 
ſtowage and treatment, which were at firſt 
ſuggeſted by avarice, are ſupported by eſta= 
bliſhed: uſage only, and can be practiſed 
by none who are not ee _ "OY com- 
mon ne of mem e | 


41 


— ow ever as it — dem, 
it was gravely: aſſerted by ſome of the 
witneſſes, that from the uſual practice in 
[theſe points, no inconvenience what- 
ever was found to ariſe; that the de- 
grees of ſickneſs and mortality were 
'wholly -1 UNCC e with, and inde- 

5 Pendent 


an equal che ihe tt life EE cin 
pr 200 in another ſhip of fimilar di- 
bee and this; under all the known | 
ircumſtances: of confinement in rainy 
3 equinoctial heats with a very 
moderate allowance of water, and of their 
being ſubject to a variety of inflamma+- 
tory and contagious diſorders.” To me 
bat by argument, aſſertions ſo repugnant 
to the common ſenſe of mankind; _ 
ceſſurily untrue, would be to exceec . 
own abſurdity; but if re enden be 
ranting, a moſt complete one may be 
ollected froni others of their on wit- 
N who inform us, in direct oppo- 
tion to theſe fictions, that they args: 0 
endeavour: to procure faſt-ſaihing 
to ſhorten the voyages, becauſe the ne- 
groes are liable to all thoſe diſorders 


more inconveniences: than other people. 
rn ee they are ſtowed 
| aces, 


ts) 


ne "Cograsy , 
Ab l. er ty abfurd to Home. that 


a voyage with a great number would be 
quite ſo healthy as one with but few; 
that ſmall ſhips are moſt healthy, becauſe 
they are leſs time on the coaſt, and have 
fewer on board; and that when ſhips 
hort of their uſual compliment have ap- 
. peared equally tickly, the reaſon has been, 
that the deficiency in their numbers aroſe 
from a competition in the market, or a 
ſmall fupply of ſlaves, by which they 
were detained a longer time on the coaſt 
in comlpeting their cargo: and laftly, from 
the account they delivered in of ſeveral 
voyages, we are enabled not only -_ 
_ eſtabliſh the general poſitior 2 
paribus, the mortality will be greater as 
the allowance of ſpace is leſs; but we 
alſo find that the principle applies to al- 
moſt every particular inſtance with an 
exactneſe ſcarcely to be credited. By the 
fame authority we are told, that the loſs 
of ſeamen is about o per cent. in each 
| Nee Were 3 extent of it, 
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Son :i.bur -1 We en with” 9 regret, 


that, even ercluſive of peculiar fatali- 


ties, the general average loſs is far great - 
Er; ef n the ere 18 but too certain. 
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On el an | point 10 0 Sie 8 


your opinion that the trade can be 


mall ones to be reckoned as two on- 


one was, That it could not; that any 
reſtriction below. chat . ee in- 


5 L Jag be ee HE : 
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er 58 er 8 ei, af. I 
i fercions, it will ſurely be thought extra- 


ordinary that here again, they ſhould have 


furniſhedevery needful document for their 
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irected, viz. That the pro- 

pole regulation would be in fact aboli- a 

tion, it will be found unneceſſary to 
dwell long. Of every witneſs it was : 
liked: nearly i in the ſame words“ Is it 


ried on at all, if leſs than two. full | 
grown flaves be allowed to a ton, three 


yh? The uniform ' anſwer. from every 


7. OO 
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own r in examining into 
the particulars which they produced of 19 

veſſels, 14 of them under 200 fons, it ap- 
peared that of the whole number, five 
only had cargoes equal to the proportion 
they ſtate as neceſſary to the exiſtence of the 
trade (viz. two grown flaves to a ton)— 
and the other 14 fell ſo much ſhort, of it 
as that the average of. the. whole, 19 was 
but 14 or 10 per cent. below this. their 
_ loweſt 7 When the aſſertion and 

the proof are thus at variance, Which 

would FR | ini wild us to ede e 


| 34 hall not on this a dilate, on 9 
geveral impolicy, the fundamental injuf- 

tice, the univerſal inhumanĩty, or the par- 
ticular barbarities which are either in- 
terwoven into the very conſtitution, or 
conſequent on the practice of this nefa- 
rious traffic: but before I conclude, - 
cannot refrain from making two reflection 

which immediately ariſe from this Parti- 8 
cular view of the ſubje. — Allowing every 
flave to be optained by the * obj J ection> | 
1 able 
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ble mode, I ſu ppole * 


; teded! that the richt in bim ſo acquired T 
” exterids either to deprivati ler 
to wanton in treatmene;'or that ſuch dave = 


can be; conſidered 


fectly innocent with reſpect to Bis par- 


chaſer. Is there then no crime in ſub- 


2 jecting thouſands and millions” of ſich = 
- perſons. to a confinement; loathſoine, mi 


gorous, | and f deſtructive un compariſor 


with Which, that of a felon in in England is 
” falubtions and eaſy=——of whoſe fatal ſe- 
vexity it is at once an irrefragable proof, 


and a dreadful illuſtration, that its continu- 


: ance but for A ſingle year, would ſend at 
Least half its wrretehed objecis tothe grave? 
This 18. furely a very ſerious confidera- 

; fion ; and: there is yet another perhaps not 
leſs important: Thoſe Who poſſeſs” but a 
Moderate ſhare of that philanthropy which 


embraces! che initereſts and happineſs of 
human and, are apt to wonder how: wa 


we T Sr ave 7 


0 20 30 2 
_ + Fir a more e explanation of the- molly of | 


2, ſtowing the Naves, the Reader i is referred ro the Plan and 
| 8 of a Slave Ship, Jarely pobliſhed. - 78 
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idea, at once ſo barbarous and 10 degrad- 
ing, of trafficking in our own ſpecies, 
could be endured among any but ſavages. 
How pernicious and debaſing then, muſt 
be the influence of this practice on the 
nobleſt diſpoſitions of the heart, when, in 
this enlightened age and country, perſons 
whom affluence deprives of the plea of 


neceſſity, and who cannot without inſult 
be ſuppoſed uneducated in the principles 5 


of moral duty, can not only perſevere 
without remorſe in a trade, the evils of 
which they both occaſion and confeſs, but 


_— defend it without ſhame ; and exhi- 


bit 1 in that defence, with equal coolneſs, 
accounts of . the average profit, or the ave- 
rage mortality, of a voyage, Mortality, 
not of ſheep or oxen, but of men, bought 
for their profit, and dying perhaps throu gh 
their negle& !——And can do all this, 
apparently unconſcious, certainly regardleſs, 
of the groſſneſs of the outrage on the com- 
mon ſenſe and common feelings of man- 


kind, 
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8 Abolition of the Slave Trade Y 


Wins, 13th 5. Mar r 178g. 


Mz, WILBERFORCE 3 ths 5 5 
of the day, for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf 
into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to 
take into conſideration the petitions that 
has bean aue _— the Slave Trade. 


me order of the day being red, 


Mx Wilberforce. „ That the report 185 
of the Committee of Privy Council be re- 
| 6 3 5 ferred 


* 


1 4. 1 


"REY tee . 
aSp in the EN elative to ves | 
be referred to the ſaid Committee: That the 
evidence adduced, laſt year on the ſlave 
trade be referred to the ſaid Committee: 
That the petitions laſt ſeſſion offered agai wind 
the * A is referred o the tad Cont 
mittee j and that the accounts preſented to 
the Houle in the laſt and preſent ſeſſion, 
relative to the exports and rd to A- 


wica 8 to the Fa k 


1 6 


Theſe motions bats all 3 to, 5 00 a 5 


Houſe immediately reſolved itſelf into a 
Committee of the whole Houle, (Sir Wil-, 
- liam ag in the SE} 5 1 


5 A © 144 4 : 
Pp ; 
| I 0 1 2 


# we 1 
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Us Mir Wilberforce bother one K nba 3 a- 
nimated, perſpicuous, methodical, and ably 
7 argued: ſpeeches ever heard on a copious 
and comprehenſi ve ſubject, with declaring, | 
that when he conſidered how much diſ- 
cuſſion the ſubject he was about to explain 
to the Committee had occaſioned, not on- 
| 2425 In that at Hoirfe, but n the king- 
N 1 eee dom, 
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(4) 
1 and throughout Europe; when lie 


conſidered, that through the whole of the | 


_ buſineſs, he had courted, and anxiouſly | fo- 
licited enquiry; When he conſidered the 
extent and importance of its object, the 
variety of intereſts involved i in it, and the 
: conſequences. that might be the reſult, he 
owned he had been filled with apprehen- 
ſions, leſt a ſubject of ſuch magnitude, and 
a a cauſe of ſo much weight, ſhould ſuffer 
from the weakneſs. of its advocate: 7 but 
when he recollected, that in the progreſs 
of the enquiries he had been under the 


55 neceſſity of making, he had every where 


been received with that candour that con- 


555 vinced, him that his motives. were. conſi- 


dered in the moſt favourable. view, and . 
that, however they might then differ; they 
were all likely to agree in the end; he had 
diſmiſſed his apprehenſions, and marched Z 
forward with a firmer ſtep, in, the cauſe 
of juſtice, of humanity, and of. freedom. 
2 Ele; lamented that the ſubject had excit · 
ed o much warmth; and feared chat they 
came 1 prepared to treat it with ampar- 
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Ward wk he homes echten and wills 


ed all heat to be abared, that the ſubject 


might be entered upon calmly: He there- 
Tore challenged a fair and cook diſcuſſion 
motion he ſhould have the honour 
5 of making. The s motion he meant to of- 
fer, was perfectly reconcileable to political 
expediency, and at the ſame time to na- 
tional humanity. It was by no means a 
party queſtion, nor would it, he hoped, be 
ced in his 
own mind, chat in the end it would be 
Found ſerviceable to all parties, and to the 
beſt intereſts of the country. He came 
not forward to accuſe the Weſt India 
planter; he came not forward to aceuſe 
the Liverpool merchants; he came for- 
' ward to accuſe no one: He came forward 


fo conſidered :- he was con 


to confeſs himſelf guilty, for the purpoſe 
of ſhewing to that Houſe, that if guilt any 


where exiſted, which ought to be remedied, 5 
they were all of them participators in it. In 
going through the buſineſs, he faid he would 


touch md AY on | ome of the points 


| relative | 


8 


r 


1e to Shi trade, and call Gs ARE? . 
of the Houſe to the leading features of 
that traffic. He conceived it to be unne- 
ceſſary to detain them long on the ſubject 
of the trade on the coaft of Africa; it was 
| well known, that people were fold there as 
goods, and that confiderable numbers of 
Africans were continually conveyed away 


fromitheir-country by owners of Britiſh 


veſſels: The queſtion then was, Whick 
1 way came they by them In anſwer to 
that queſtion, he declared, that the report 
of the Privy Council, which was then on 
the table, afforded evidence the moſt ſa- 
tisfactory and concluſive. His Majeſty's 
Miniſters had inſtituted an enquiry of 
great extent; and, on a ſtudious examination 
of their report, he had found many things 
in it that confirmed every propoſition thae 


| he had maintained before, and which he 


| had taken from information of the beſt 
authority, and from every hiſtory he had 
read: but it was unneceſſary to quote 
either the Report or Hiſtory. Plain rea- 
ſon and common ſenſe muſt point out 
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m any lms 3 in many parts . prince 

| were de eſpotic, and, others 80 
: law maintained to a certain degree; 
perty, and as ſuch 
the ſame mamner as property in other de- 
Tpotio-cqunaries,: The kings and princes of 
that unfortunat. 


© FY * 
be p. IT ene, were obtained! 


erned, with 


n 


nſidered merely as goods ang pro- 
ſubject to plunder in 


country were naturally 
fond of our eee and to obtain 
them by the captivity and ſale of, their 


countrymen, they waged war on each o- 
ther, and ravaged their own | country, 
when they could find no pretence for 
quarrelling with their neighbouring ſo- 


vereigns and their ſubjects. „In, their 
courts. of law many /poor;wretches who 
were ignorant were condemned; and to 
obtain a ſufficient number of ſla ves, th 


4 9 % 


ſands, were + kidnapped, and .. torn, from 5 
_ their families and their country, and ſent 

into ſlayery. All this, he ſaid, was res 
5 | euch n hiſtory of. 4 Kaas, d Was 


1 2 


76 5. 5 no 


now OY by * report on ake als 

Look to the geign of. Henry the Eighth, 
ä and; it would be found that the ſame con- 
| vidtions and the ſame penalties follow con- 

; viction. The kings in Africa did not en- 
gage in wars, like the kings of Europe, 
fon glory they engaged in war for the 
purpoſe of obtaining what we had made 

their neceſſaries. The cruelty of choſe 
engaged! in the inhuman traffie of procur- 
| ing Hlaves he painted in a. ſtrong light, 
and faid, the firſt thing. he recollected by 

way of exemplifying theſe, people being 

a made ſlaves was, the celebrated tragedy 

at Calabar, where two large African vil- 
1 lages having been ſome time at war, at 
length made peace, which was to have 
been ratified by intermarriages: this, he 

ſaid, from the beſt authority, appeared 
to have been defeated by the cruel ma- 
- chinations of our people, Who ſeeing the 
trade muſt ſtop, again ſowed diſſention 

| between: the villages, ſet one againſt the 
other, fought alternately for each, and 

maſſacred and enſlaved the inhabitants of 


| : | both, 


0 both. ae ad eckig a Fr 
tranſaction might appear, there was not a 
Angle hiſtory of Africa to be read, in 
* which ſuch ſcenes were not related. The | 
"gentlemen, he ſaid, who defended this 
trade, were warped and blinded by their 
| Intereſts, and would not be convinced of 
the miſeries they were daily heaping on 


tteir fellow-creatures, By their conduct 
they had placed the inhabitants of Africa 


private family miſerable, and created one 


in a worſe ſtate than that of the moſt bar⸗- 

barous and favage nation; they had de- 

ſtroyed what ought to be the bond of u- 

nion and ſafery z chey had rendered the 
whole country one | ſcene of diſcord 
and anarchy; they had ſet kings a- 
gainſt their ſubjects; had ſer ſubjects a- 
gainſt each other; had rendered every 


general ſcerie of difunion and deſpair. 
When theſe people were ſeparated from 
all they loved, he had thought that he 
had come to an end of the ſufferings of 
the poor Africans, He had vainly ima- 
Lined, that when men, with ee 


and 


i 
+ - 


tw) 


„ like to our own, were torn 
from their country, and every 
dear to them, that their ſufferings, 5 
would have ceaſed, and that on their 
paſſage to their place of deſtination, they 

would have had their ſufferings alleviated, 
_ and been treated as human beings, The 


* 
n « he TOR n a ö 


ſiucdl reverſe was the caſe, and it was not 


in his power to impreſs the Houſe with 
What he felt; che deſeription of their con - 
veyance Was impoſſible ; % much miſery cont» 


5 denſed i in fo little room, ſo much affliction 99 05 "3 
added to miſery, that it appeared to be an 
__ attempt, by boldly ſuffering, to deprive 
them of the feelings of their minds, Six 


hundred, linked together, trying to get 


: rid ot each other, and crammed in a elo; 
| veſſel, with every ohject that was nauſcous 


and diſguſting with peſtilence, diſeaſe, 


and deſpair, in ſuch a fituation ag to ret + 


der it impoſſible to add any thing more to 
human miſery: Yet, ſhocking as thig 
- deſcription muſt be felt to be by every 
man, it had been deſcribed by ſeveral wit 

| nefſes From. . as a comfortable 

| : 53 e 


e pace Mr Norris had painted the 
accommodation of a Slave ſhip in the moft 
flowing terms; he had repreſented it in a 
manner, that would have baffled his at- 
e at 1 of the moſt Tuxurious 
>" OG were Wage in POTTY 
ad prints 1 eee, of muſie 


l 


44. vial en Were e in weaving ad 


&iful ornaments for their hair; . games of 
: chance were encouraged; their food Was 
kkernately of their own "country, and 
European; And they were. indulged 3 in all | 
| their Attle humours, and Eept's in the ut- 
molt ſpirits.” Another perſon Had tid, 
«7: the ſallors were flogged out of dhe heat 
ing of the Africans, Teſt 1 ſhould de- 
pref their Girits,” | He wiffled not to 
fay that ſuch deſeriptions were. -wilful miſ- 
repreſentations; if they were Hot, it pro- 
ved that prejudice was capable, of ſpread- | 
ing a film over the eyes thick enough. to 
Pecalion Tofal blindneſs, Other ai accounts, 
. „„ ROWever, 


however, and dn men of the 


veracity, made it appear, that inſtead of 
apartments for thoſe poor wretches, in- 


ftead of thoſe comfortable conveniences 


above deferibed, they were placed in 
& decks in ſuch a 


niches, And along t 
manner that it is impoſſible! for any one 

to paſs among them, however careful he 
might be, without treading upon them 


and Sir George Yonge had: reſtified} that 


ina Slave ſhip, on which he went on board, 


and which had not completed her cargo 8 
by two hundred and fifty, inſtead of the - 


ſcent of frankincenſe being perceptible to 

the noſtrils, the ſteneh was intolerable : 
the allowance of water” Was ſo defieient, 
that the Slaves were frequ ntly found gaſp- 
ing for life; and almoſt ſuffocated; andthe 
pulſe which they were favoured with as A 


tuxary of their on country, was abſolute- 


ly Enghſh horſe beans; As Mr Norris had 
ſaid the ſong and dance was Promoted, he 


could not ſuffer it to paſs without ac- 


quainting the Houſe with the meaning of 


the word promoted, as there uſed. The 


wh = way 


Hae « 


— n n 
= > 8 E A A. 


2 
4 
1 
4 
” 
, 
4 
'#Y 
* 
N py 
N 
1 
- * 
, 
* 
k 
. 
"301 
4 
14 
4Þ 
3 
* 
4 
'S 5 
L 
Ta 
the 
7 * 
1 
| 


EIS 


( 


1 1 . 
was by ſevere whipping, when the poor 


wretches would not take voluntary exer- "i 


ciſe; their dances and their ſongs afford» 
ed them fo much merriment, that the mo- 
ment they were. ceaſed to be promoted, 
tears, ſighs, and melancholy ſucceeded. 
After expatiating on the miſeries of the 
| valley; Mr Wilberforce noticed the deaths, 
and the loſs thereby conſequent on the 
whole cargo; he entered into a minute 
ſtatement of the loſſes by death, which, 
be ſaid, amounted to no leſs than between 
fifty and ſixty out of every hundred taken 
from Africa; He declared, the average 
loſs on the middle paſſage to be rather 
more than an eighth of the whole, or 
twelve and a half per cent. four and a 
half loſs from entering the ports of their 
deſtination, to the diſcharge of their car - 
goes; and upwurds of en in the 
1 hundred loſt in ſeaſoning. 
HFaving got thus far, Mr Wilberforce 
ſaid, he determined to proceed, whatever 
Yam be the eee When he ſaw 
x the 


8 


the ruin 1 trade was productive of in 
Africa, he declared, he felt himſelf im- 


pelled to go forward. He feared to go 
back. The Gentlemen who honoured 


him with their conference on the ſubject 
had ſaid, with emphaſis, “ it was their 
Acts of Parliament which lead the Af 


5 rican ſlave traders to ſuch Practices. 65 
Was their ſtatutes, calculated to ruin them, 


for doing that which they had in the firſt 
inſtance induced them to do. 


After much elucidatory obſervation on 


ö his motives and his conduR, Mf Wilber- 


force proceeded to enquire, why the blacks, 


naturally prolific, decreaſed in the Weſt 


Indies, which, he ſaid, he had endea- 
voured to aſcertain as far as poſſible. he 


firſt thing it became neceſſary to enquire 
about, was the mortality of the blacks in 
the Weſt Indies, and why, in a climate 
as good as their own, ſuch a decreaſe 
| ſhould have exiſted as to render continual 
importations neceſſary. The firſt great 

cauſe he ſtated to be the diſproportion of 


males to females, there being upon an 
ES „ average 


an n a, BR. 1 * 


. . 54 * 


average ws faules to three andes. The 
next cauſe he ſtated to be the ſad condi- 
tion in which, 'he learned from ſurgeons, 
they were brought on ſhore, made up for 
the market by. aſtringents, iſchuretics, 
waſhes, mercurial ointments and repelling 0 
drugs. There were, he ſaid, many other 
cauſes, exceſſive labour, their not being 
properly and fufficiently fed, their univer- 
fal diſſoluteneſs of morals, and hard and 
rigorous treatment. Every one of theſe 
cauſes of decreaſe, he diſcuſſed with great 
minuteneſs, and ſaid, they each of them 
admitted of a remedy; they might be 
better clothed, they might be leſs work 
ed, and better treated. Mr Wilberforce 
entered into a long ſtatement, ſhewing 
that theſe remedies had been increaſing 
in practice, and, as they had increaſed, 
the decreaſe of ſlaves had in an equal 
proportion leſſened: by ſuch meaſures he 
| Proved, that the decreaſe of ſlaves in Ja- 
maica had leſſened in ſo great a degree, 
chat from the year 1774 to the preſent 
year, the decreaſe was not quite one in 


te }- 


TY bnindid, and that i in fact thi ey were at 
preſent in a ſtate of increaſe. He ſtated 
rhe iſlands of Barbadoes, of Nevis, of 
Antigua, and the Bermudas, to be, like 
Jamaica, leſſening their decreaſe, and 
holding forth an evident and reaſonable 
expectation of a ſpeedy ſtate of increaſe: 
If Gentlemen, he faid; ſhould agree with 
him that theſe accounts were authentic; 
he was confident that they would agree 
with him that by good uſage the ſlaves 
would increaſe, and that there was: no- 
farther need of importation and à conſe- 
quent waſte of che human ſpecies. He 
entered into argument to ſhew that thoſe 
who argued againſt the motion, argued 
falſely on their own intereſts: He con- 
rended that, by fewer hands, the Welt 
Indies might be cultivated to greater ad- 
vantage to che proprietors of plantations, 

and of this country, by the produce of 
cinnamon, coffee, and cocoa; than by 
ſugars: the produce of the plantations, he 
ſaidz might alſo be conſiderably increaſed, 
WR leſs hands than were at preſent em- 
Dx Ployed, 
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ployed, by the Wenne of agricukure- 4 


machines: He quoted Mr Long, to proves 


tlat the plough, little uſed in the | Weſt 
Indies, did the ſervice of 100 ſlaves, and 


cauſed" the ſame ground to produce three 


hogſheads of fugar, which CERES _ - 


were would produce but two. 

Mr Wilberforce then took notice _ be 
aer of che merchants of Liverpool, 
who laſt year declared it was a loſing trade 
at two ſlaves to a ton, and yet purſued it 


when reſtricted to five to three tons, which 
they faid would ruin them. He believed 


it was a lofing adventure in the fame man- 
ner as the lottery was a loſing adventure, 


in which fome individuals gained a for- 


tune, while others who might purchaſe a 
confiderable part of the lottery would be 
ſure to loſe, and in which, though all 


knew it to be a loſing adventure, _ 


were very ready to engage. ' 1 
The gentlemen of Liverpool had Raten 
che ſlave trade to be of ſo much Import- 


ance, that its abolition would ruin them, 


as its increaſe and ſucceſs had raiſed them. 


4 


He would not believe that Liverpool either | 
was raiſed, or depended for its conſe- - 
quence on the ſucceſs of the ſlave trade; 
the whole outward-bound tonnage of that 
import, not being leſs than 160,000 or 
170,000 tons, whilethe exporttonnage from 
that port for the Afriean trade was not more 
than 12,000 or 13,00. Liverpool, he was 
fure, owed its greatneſs to other and very 
different cauſes, not to che paltry conſider- 
ation, in ſo inconſiderable a number out of 
160 or 150,000, as 12, 00. He was war- 


ranted, he ſaid, by the Liverpool gentle- 


men themſelves to deglayge the trade to be 
_ loſing one; and he was convinced, if 
they would open their. eyes, that they 
would be unanimous for the abolition ot 
the trade. ee | 
Another 50 Io i not 0 over 
| picks particularly. calling the attention 
of the Houle to it. Many had aſſerted 
the effect it would have on our ſeamen, 
and the dangerous conſequences that would 
reſult to our marine, by the abolition of 

me Gave trade; many had gone ſo far as 
D 3 to 


VEE 


$0 Ae "RE it would be the total. ruin of 


our navy, and the increaſe of that of our 
5 rivals For an anſwer. to thoſe aſſertions, 


he referred to what: he conſidered to be 


the-moſt valuable part of. the report, and 


for which they were, and the country at 


| large, indebted. to the praiſeworthy and 
indefatigable exertions of Mr Clarkſon. 
By the report, it appeared, that inſtead Ek 
the African trade being a nurſery for Bri- 


tiſn ſeamen, it was their grave: by that 


1 eport it was evident that more feamen 


— 


died in chat trade, than in the whole re- 


maining trade of ul i country; out of 910 
ſailors employed in the African trade, 216 
dlied i in the year, while, upon a fair aver- 


age of che ſame number of men employed 


in the trades to the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, 


to Peterſburgh, Newfoundland, nd: oeen” 


land, no more than 87 had died. 
Mr Wilberforce next read an And of 


a letter from Governor Parry, of Barba- 
does, to Lord 5ydney, Secretary: of State, 


in A the Governor declared, that he 


uld no longer contain b himlelf, on ac- f 


4 #4 f count 


of $4 


(9) 


count of the cruelties he knew to be com- 
mitted by the ſlave traders on the coaſt of 


Africa, and the ill-treatment that the Britiſh 
ſailors experienced in thoſe vellels ; great 


numbers of whom, . when the ſlave ſhips 


arrived in the Windward Iſlands, and no 


danger to be apprehended of eee e 5 


by the ſlaves, were frequently quarrelled 
with by their Captains, and diſcharged, 
where they were left to periſh by fickneſs, 
or to enter into foreign ſervice, and be far 
ever loſt to their country. Governor 
Parry concluded by declaring, that the e- 
normities of the trade were ſo great as to 


demand the immediate interference of the 


Legillature, 


lter making FS e upon | 


the ill treatment received by ſailors in this 


trade, Mr Wilberforce anſwered the argu- 


ment urged againſt the abolition on ac- 
count of the danger of our rivals purſu- 
ing the trade, if we gave it up. On that 
ſubject, he ſaid, he had no fears at all. 
In the firſt place, he could not calumni- 


aur che French ſo much as to imagine that 


D 4 = they 
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they n nike what we gave up, 404 
be guilty of entering upon a trade like that, 
vrhich entailed miſery on many thouſ- 
ands: if they did engage in it, they would 
even then ſerve us: becauſe if he was moſt 
powerful who has the longeſt purſe, and | 
money being the ſinew of war, if they 5 
laid out their capital in little ſervice to 
themſelves, it miſt conſequently be of 
ſervice to us; and the cheapneſs of our 
manufactures 0810 force them to buy of 
us what they wanted for the African mar- 
„ Their carrying it on would not juſ- | 
tify us in doing lo; ; for, on that principle, 
the moſt atrocious acts of violence and 
_ iniquity might be- juſtified, It was not 
likely, he faid, that. they would carry it 
on, but that, on the contrary, from the 
Miniſter at preſent at the head of their fi- 
nance (Monſ. Neckar) it would be diſeoun- 
tenanced and aboliſhed there: the earneſt 
wiſh of that; able Miniſter to have a trade 
ſo diſgraceful to human nature totally a- 
boliſhed and deſtroyed, ſtood publicly re- 
's corded. 2 Mr Wilberforce ſaid, he was al- . 
"Þ 33 ſo 


do carry on the trade. 


Fo 


i Happy to relate to the Committee ag 


anecdote of the preſent King of France, 


which proved: that he was a friend to the / 


abolition ; for, being petitioned to aboliſh 


8 ſociety formed for the. annihilation of 
the ſlave trade, his Majeſty anſwered, that 


te would not, and was happy to hear 


that ſo humane a ſociety | was formed in 
his dominions. Hence he was convinced 
that France would not ſo deſtroy her ho- 


nour and her character a as a ak Me — 


7 


He imputed the backwiedaels of euch 


vation in Africa to ſlavery, from which 
he ſaid it would ſpeedily: emerge if the 
cauſe was taken away. Europe, three or 
four centuries back, was in many parts as 
barbarous as Africa at preſent; and had 
as bad practices as the Africans were charg- 


ed with: for what would be ſaid, if ſo late 


dovyn as the middle of the thirteenth cen- 
tury, he ſhould be able to find a parallel 


to the practice of Africa, and to prove, 


that in certain parts of Europe they ſold 


_ children! * 'T bat part of Europe, he 


aid, 


( . 


Ka, was the city of Briſtol 3 which trade 
was put a ſtop ta by the Iriſh, in the reign 


= of, King Henry VII. ba xeſalyed: to bor 


NL eee, experienced by the Iriſh, 
and which they imputed as a judgment 


from Heaven, in token of its wrath on 


account of cheir traffic in children. The 
only thing he had, therefore, to ſolicit of 


i the Houſe, was to ſhew. that they were 


now as much enlightened as the Iriſh were 


four centuries back, and refuſed to buy 


any more of the children or ee | 


of. another, age 


anne. to prove; | that n — 


might be attained by a fair and honour- 


able trading intercourſe with Africa; after 
which he concluded by begging pardon of 


the Houſe for having required their at- 


tention ſo long. He ſaid, he could have 
expreſſed his conviction upon the buſineſs 
in a few words; he needed only for that 


purpoſe to 1 quoted a commandment 
; op "_— Writ, © Thou ſhalt do no mints 


1 der ;. ; 
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der; but he thought it his duty to lay 


the whole of the caſe and the whole of its 


; guilt before them. He really believed 
they were not aware of its enormity and 
its extent till that moment, and inſomuch 


they were not anſwerable for its having 5 


exiſted ſo long; ; but, appriſed of it as they 
now were it behoved them to apply an 


adequate and immediate remedy. They 


would ſee that no mitigations, no pallias 


tives would anſwer the purpoſe; nothing 
ſhort of an abſolute abolition would do, 
and-for that he. ſhould moſt ſtrenuouſly 


contend. They owed it to Africa as much 
as to their own moral characters; and he 
hoped they would follow up the principle 
of one of the repentant African captains, 
who had proved a voluntary witneſs, and 
make Africa all the atonement in their 


power for the multifarious injuries ſhe had 1 
experienced at the, hands of Britiſh ſub- 


| jects. He ſaid, he had reduced the ſubject 


of which he had treated, to ten diſtinct 


propoſitions, which, when they ſpoke far= 
N80 on the topic, he ſhould be ready to 
| ſuppork 


( = 


ſupport. ref] pechively by argument, and 
prove by evidence. Mr Wilberforce. paid 
a very handſome compliment to the Slave- 
Trade Committee, who, he ſaid, had la- 
boured with the greateſt aſſiduity to make 
the ſubject underſtood in all parts of the 
world; which, from its own power of in- 
tereſting the human mind, had engaged 
men of all religions and opinions in its 
behalf. To call for any deciſion that even- 
ing, he ſaid, would not be doing either 
the ſubject or the parties juſtice, nor uſing 
them candidly. He would therefore leave 
his propoſitions: on the table for a few 
_ eee of all. | 


{ Mr Wilberforce: was on his «lg ala 
kours and a N. * e 


Lend Bone fad, © at can 3 3 = 
ei ir was impoſſible for him toattemft 


to anſwer the Hon. Gentleman. One thing, 
however, he could not help noticing then, 
and that was, that the Hon. Gentleman 
2 had cents TG ſo many articles with 
ve regard 


(89. 


- kind to the Weſt Indies, in e 


population, &. that no reliance whatever 


could be placed on the picture he had 


cChoſen to exhibit. In two or three in- 


ſtances, where he had mentioned Mr Long, 


he had miſquoted him, and overlocked 


many things eſſential to a fair ſtate of the 
caſe. He did not mean to take up the 
time of the Houſe then; but when they 
fhould be called upon to vote the propoſi- 


tions they had juſt heard read, he ſhould 


take the liberty of offering his obferva- 
tions upon them, and upon the whole of 
the u eee * the Hon. . Gentleman. 


Mr Gaſcoyne fads oh dd not inn o 
. 800 into a reply at that late hour. But 


there were ſome parts of the Hon. Gen 


tleman's ſpeech, which he would juſt no- 
tice. He meant the treatment of the Af - 


ricans in their mid-paſſage to the Weſt 


Indies, and the mortality of the ſeamen. 


He had been glad to hear, Mr Gaſcoyne 
faid, that the whole of the propoſitions 
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was grvurſded' upon beiden 887 be found 
in the report of the Privy Council. He 
had read that report as carefully as poſ- 
fible; during! the ſhort time that had been 
allowed gentlemen to make themſelves 
maſters of it; and there was ſcarcely an 
aſſertion which the Hon. Gentleman had 
hazarded, that was not contradicted by 
e le authority referred to in the 
report. The Hon. Gentleman had diſ- 
played great ingenuity a8 wel: as elo- 
quence; and therefore, as there were other 
important witneſſes beſides thoſe on whom 
the Hon. Gentleman had reſted his facts, 
he had often been obliged to quote them, 
but never ſaid much upon them. The 
Hon. Gentleman, he obſerved, had allud- 

ed to ſomething which he ſaid laſt year, 
and that was, that with any thing under 
two Africans to a ton, the trade could not 
go on. The fact was ſo; and if the Hon. 
Gentleman thought the bill of laſt year 
had produced no inconvenience, he was 
miſtaken. If he were to ſee the number 
of failors out of employ at Liverpool, 
and- 


TS} 


and the quantity of ſhips laid up, 4p would. 
not think the delegates had made a con- 


tradiction to what their witneſſes had of 


ſerted at the Bar of the Houſe, Mr Ga- 
coyne ſaid, he was glad to find that che 


Fon. Gentleman meant a fair unqualifieck 


abolition of the flave trade. He only 
wiſhed that the Hon. Gentleman had at 
once come to the vote he mentioned. He 
had voted on the queſtion of right with 
the Right Hon. Gentleman during the re- 
gency diſcuſſion; and this was a queſtion 
which, like tak, ought to be decided. 
He added, that he was perſuaded that the 
ſlave trade might be made a much greater 
four of revenue and riches to this coun- 
try, than as it ſtood at prefent, 'Mr Gaſ-⸗ 
coyne concluded with expreſſing a hope; 
that the Hon. Gentleman would allow 
ſufficient time for gentlemen to examine 
the calculations upon which he had ground- 
ed himſelf in many parts of his ſpeech, 
and to try how far they were correct. 


? 


# 
: d — , ; hk % E 
| MF 


5 
— — = _ 
SEES de. = SE vs — l = - 
— — = <a qe a6. LE. * = x 
We — — — — m — 
3 N "= 
= - 4 OL 


— 


* GED — — —ͤ—ñ— 
— — — 
* = . dl : EDS 


„Mr — 8 did not real · 


> is know that in any inſtance whatever. he 
| had miſtated any one fact; if he had done 
ſo, it would be eaſy to convict him out of 


the report upon the table. Sure he was, 


he did not mean to miſrepreſent any fact; 


he believed he had not done ſo; and 
that when the Noble Lord came minute 


ly to compare his ſtatement with the evi- 
dence afforded by che report, he would 


find he had been miſtaken. With re- 
gard to the Hon. Gentle man who ſpoke 
laſt, ſuppobing . that he meant to charge 
the declaration, that leſs than two African 


ſlaves to a ton would be a loſing adven- 
ture, as a charge that practice had contra- 


dicted, he meant no ſuch ching: ſo far 
from it, he had argued 1 it the other way, 
it being his decided opinion, that it was a 


loſing trade and a lottery, which nothing 
but the ſpirit of ſpeculation and adven- 
ture kept going. As to the giving time 
for examination of his calculations, as he 


meant the matter to be fairly and fully 


. diſcuſſed, he had no > objection to naming 


Monday 


11 
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31 11 band nid he did i not mean to Pk 
tain'the Committee bur for a very few mi- 
nutes He was not able, if he had been 
inclined to it; but as from his other Par- 
hamentary- duty he might not have it in 
his power to attend the buſineſs in its 
courſe, he would take · that opportunity of 
ſtating his opinion upon the ſubject. In 
the firſt place, he thought the Houfe, the 
nation, and all Europe; under very great 
and ſerious obligations to the Hon. Gen- 
tleman, for having brought the ſubjectrt 
forward in a manner the moſt maſterly, 
impreſſive, and eloquent. Prineiples ſo ad- 
mirably laid down, with ſo much order and 
force, were equal to any thing he had ever 

heard of in modern oratory; and perhaps 

it was not excelled by any thing to be met 
with in Demoſthenes. A trade begun with 
ſavage war, proſecuted with urheard-of 
cruelty, continued during the mid:paſſage 
with the moſt loathſome impriſonment, 
ee ,, og 


and agg in perpet unr 

mitting ſlavery, was a trade ſo horrid 3 in 
a all its circumſtances, that it was impoſſible 

a2 ſingle argument could be heard in its 
favour. On the ſcore of prudence nothing 
; could be ſaid in defence of it, nor could it 
be juſtifled by neceflity ; and no cafe of in- 
humanity could be juſtified, but upon ne- 
_ ceſlity 3 but no ſuch neceſſity could be 

made out ſtrong enough to bear out ſuch 
} a traffic. It was the duty of that Houſe, 
Wo therefore, to put an end to it. If it were 

5 ſaid, that the intereſt of individuals re- 
quired that it ſhould continue, that argu- 
ment ought not to be liſtened to. Sup- 
poſing that a rich man had a capital to a 
conſiderable amount lying by him, and e- 
very one, he obſerved, who had a large 
capital was a rich man, all capitals requir- 
ed active motion; it was in their nature 
not to remain paſſive and unemployed: 
but if a large capital were employed in 
a traffic diſgraceful to the nation, and 
ſhocking to humanity, it was the duty of 

_ that Houſe to . its application, and, 
N inſtead 
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koftead. of n it to be ill a 
to direct it to be employed in ſome trade, 
at once advantageous in its end, reſpect- 
able ; in its nature, and uſeful to mankind; 
| Nor was it any argument to ſay, the capi- 
tal was already engaged in the ſlave trade; 
for, from 1 its active principle, when taken 
: out of that trade, it would ſoon find em- 
: ployment 1 in another channel. This had 
been the eaſe with the merchants and ſhip- 
owners of Liverpool, during the American 
war; the. African trade was then almoſt 
wholly. loft, and yet the ſhip owners of 
Liverpool had their ſhips employed either 
as tranſports 1 in the ſervice of Government, 
or, in other ways. After deſcanting on 
| this. point for ſome time with great ſound- 
neſs of reaſoning, Mr Burke ſaid, he could 
have wiſhed, with the Member for Liver- 
pool, thar. the buſineſs might have come 

toa concluſion at once, without voting the 
propoſitions that had. been read to them. 
He was not over-fond of abſtract propoſi- 
tions: They were ſeldom neceſſary, and 
often cauſed great difficulty and embar- 
. e | ralſment. | 


1 . 
* 
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il 


Laſſment. „rere was; Bees no kes 
5 e to aſſign detailed reaſons for a 
vote, which upon the face of it ſufficient- 
iy juſtified thie Houſe in coming to it. If 
the propoſitions ſhould happen to be made, 
and not be carried in that Houſe or the 
other, ſuch a complication of miſchiefs 
might follow, as would cauſe them heartily 
to lament that they ever were voted. If 


the ultimate reſolution ſhould happen to 


be toſt, he declared; he was afraid the Lov 
poſitions would paſs as waſte re | 
reminded the Committee that it was Fen 
ceſſary to look farther chan the preſent 
moment, and to alk themſelves if they 
had fortified their minds ſuffciently to 
bear the conſequences of the ſtep they 
were that night about to take. When 
they abandoned the ſlave trade, the Spa- 
niards, and fome other foreign power, 
might poſſibly take it up, and clandeſtinelß 
ſupply our Weſt India iſlands with ſlaves. 
Had they virtue enough to ſee that, to bear 
the idea of another country reaping Profits 
they had laid down, and to abſtain from 


( 


chat envy. natural ta competitors in trades 
ſo.as to keep their virtue, ſteadily to purſue 
their purpoſe, and firmly to adhere to their 
determination? If ſo, let them thankfully 
proceed to vote the immediate 8 
of the trade. But if they ſhould repent 
of their virtue (and he had known mis 
ſerable inſtances of ſuch. repentance), all 
hopes of future reformation would be loſt; 
they would go back to a trade they had 
abandoned with redoubled attachment, and 
would adhere to it with a degree of avidity 
and ſhameleſs ardour, to their own humi- 
Lation, and to the degradation and diſgrace 
of the nation in the eyes of all Europe. 


| Theſe were conſiderations well worth ad- 


verting to, before they took a deciſive ſtep 

in a buſineſs, in which they gught not to 
move with any other determination than 
to abide the conſequence at all hazards. 
If they had virtue enough to act in that 
manner, they would do themſelves im- 
mortal honour, and would ſee the aboli- 
tion of the moſt ſhameful trade that ever 
che ene heart of” man could bear. 
„„ 8 3 Viewing -: 
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vibe the trade, and all the circum- 
ſtances of it with the horror, that the 
full view of it which the Hon. Gentle- 
man had that day diſplayed could not 
fail to excite in the breaſt of every 
man not dead to ſenſibility; he blamed” 
| not the Hon. Gentleman for Knock 
ing at every door, and appealing to e- 
very paſſion, well knowing, as the Hon. 
Gentleman had forcibly and correctly | 
Aid, that mankind were governed by their 
ſympathies. There were other paſſions, 
however, to be regarded; men were al- 
ways ready t to obey their fympathies when 
it coſt them nothing. Were they e . 
ed to pay the price of their virtue? The 
Hon. Gentleman had faid, the Weſt India 
planters would have a compenſation ade- 
quate to the loſs incurred by the abolition 
of the Slave Trade. He believed they 
would : but how they would have inſtant 
; compenſation” for what they would loſe, 
he could not conceive.” With their loſs, 
their virtue would be greater. Having 
tf this 1 8 Mr Burke took no- 


tice 


F 1) 
tice of the teſtimony of Admiral Barring- 


ton, who had ſaid, he envied the condi- 
tion of the negroes in the Weſt India 
iſlands, + The Hon. Admiral, he ſaid, he 
ſhould rather ſuppoſe, meant, that as he 


had fought fo often- bravely for his coun- 
try, he was determined to fight again, 


rather than ſuffer his countrymen to be 


made ſlaves. If, however, he was to be 
taken literally, his ſenſation could only be 


accounted for by his having ſeen the ne- 


groes in the hour of their ſports, when a 


ſenſe of the miſery of their condition was 


neither felt by themſelves nor viſible to 


others. Mr Burke reaſoned on this witng 
infinite knowledge of human nature, 
great. nicety of diſcernment, and great 
truth of obſervation. Nothing, he ſaid, 


made a ſlave happy, but a. degraded. man. 
In proportion as the mind grows callous 


10 its degradation, and all ſenſe of manly 


pride is loſt, the ſlave feels comfort. In 
fact, he is no longer a man. If he were 
to deſine a man, Mr Burke deviated; he 


og * with Skakeſpeare, 225 
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Man is vathg holding large ee 

4 9 4 before and after. we} | = 
* dave was incapable of ales lacking bs: 
fore or after. Mr Burke, in this part of 


his ſpeech, addreſſed Sir William Dolben 


2255 Chairman) with the words, to 


* conchide, My Lordi, which occaſioning 
a loud laugh, Mr Burke, with great: good 
humour and. pleaſantry, accounted for 
this ſlip of the tongue, by telling Sir Wil- 
ham Dolben, that he had known men, 
who, fitting where he did, of no more 
merit than himſelf, had been elevated by 
things equally trifling, and ſo many peo- 

ple had been lately tranſplanted into: the 
other Houſe, that he could not help ſay- 
ing, My Lords, by anticipation. To 
he ſerious again, he took notice of the re- 
ference which Mr Wilberforce had made 
to the evidence delivered at the Bar with 
ſo much ability by the late Mr Glover, 
x (author of Leonidas) a gentleman Who, as 
Mr Burke phraſed it, had fortified the 
learned world with works, that would 
effierre his reputation. to future ages. 
That 


tm) 


That. en he. ſaid, bad told hem 


at their Bar the probable miſchiefs that 
the American, would draw. on their trade; 
and; becauſe, by a happy coincidence of 
circumſtances, that miſchief had not enſu · 
ed. to its full predicated extent, (a circum- 
ſtance which had very happily. diſappoint- 
ed his expectation) was the -evidence. of 
Mr Glover to be deſpiſed and ridiculed; 
and Was ſuch a man to be treated; as 4 
falſe prophet? After dwelling upon this 
for ſome frwi minutes, Mr Burke ſaid, he 
would conclude as he had begun, with 
giving his hearty and ſincere thanks to 
the Hon. Gentleman for his ſpeech and 
though he might not entirely approye of 
his mode of proceeding, he was ready to 
let him purſue his own. mode, be that 
what 3 it _ 8 to ehen n n hag 
Sib Pr $135 1 40 Bus I” E | 
Mr Pitt ſald, hound, noi: queſtion, had 
been put that night, he could not help ex- 
preſſing his approbation of the Right Hom 
Gentleman's Entinenta with almoſt every 


= - 008 
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one which he : coldiay*concurted | 
a ac binge at all; it was only 8 
as to thoſe ſentiments which the Right 
Jon. Gentleman had ſtated with reſpect 
to che mode of proceeding, an- the pro- 
Prien, of coming to the ſeveral diſtin 
propoſitions, which were the grounds of 
Is ultimate vote for an unqualified aboli- 
tion of the Slave Trade. He returned his 
Honourable Friend, therefore, his ſincere 
thanks for the manner in which he had 
brought the ſubject before the” \Houſe, 
not merely in regard to the maſterly; 
forcible, and perſpicuous method of ar- 
gument chat he had purſued reſpecting it, 
but particularly for having choſen the on- 
Iy way in which it could be made obvious 
to the world, that they were warranted in 
every ground of fact, and of reaſon, in 
coming to that vote, which he truſted 
would be the end of their proceeding. 
He was ſatisfied, Mr Pitt ſaid, that no 
| argument reconcileable to any idea of juſ- 
tice, could be given for continuing or 
n on the Trade in queſtion; ; and 


he 


68 


5 he Gad perfectly clear chat his opinion; at 5 


leaſt the principles on which it was 


founded in- his own mind, were totally 
unalterable; yet he was ready to hear 


with the utmoſt candour and impartiality 


all the arguments that could be offered by 
thoſe who, either from conviction, or from 
any other motive, entertained different 


ſentiments; ; being, from all the attention 


he had been able to pay the ſubject, (and 
he was far from the affectation of treating 


it lightly, or meaning to have it under- 
ftood that he had not minutely inveſti- 


gated it) firmly perſuaded, that nothing 


but the obſcurity of general notions, un- 
fathomed and unexamined, could have 
hitherto prevented all mankind, (choſe 


immediately intereſted in the queſtion a- 


lone excepted) from agreeing in one and 


che ſame opinion on the ſubject. The 
real grounds of the proceeding, which he 
truſted and doubted not but that Houſe 
would adopt, were ſtated diſtinctly in the 
Propoſitions, which when put point to 
Wg de found to be ſuch as no 


"os 


1 
; 
N 

1 


t ts J 


people could ac No to, if they 15 
Were not equally deaf to the language of 
reaſon. and of undeniable fact. Let thoſe 
propoſitions once be put upon the Journals 
of that Houſe, and it was almoſt impoſſi- 
ble for them to fail. Perſuaded as he 
Was of the policy as well as humanity of 
the meaſure, could he have ever enter- 
tained any doubt of its ſucceſs, (and that, 


he thought, when the grounds of it were 


clearly aſcertained and well underſtood, 
Was not by any means to be expected) 
ſtill that would not have deterred him 
| from perſiſting in his purpoſe. As to the 
mode ultimately by which the Abolition 
ef the Slave Trade was to be carried into 
effect, they were not at preſent to diſcuſs 
ky but he ruſted that, 3 it wand not bg, 
powers to cy Nun our e ph, — 
by a clandeſtine. trade; becauſe, after a 
debt founded on the immutable. princi- 
ples of juſtice was found to be due, it was 
impoſſible but that the country had means 
(9.5 das it i and when * they * 
COT 


tas 


come to a reſolution to abokich aa Slave 


Trade, they were not to be prevented by 
any fears of other nations being tempted 75 
by the profit reſulting from a commerce; 

| {which upon grounds of humanity and 


national honour they had abandoned) to 


carry it on in an illicit manner. Should 
that be the caſe; the language muſt be, 
that Great Britain had reſources to ena- 
dle her to protect her Iſlands, and pre- 
vent chat traffic being elandeſtinely car- 
ried on with them, which ſhe had thought 
it for her own honour and character to a- 
bandon. It was their duty, and it ſhould 
be they ambition, to take the lead in 4 
buſineſs of ſo much national importance, 
and ſo much hational credit; and he de- 
clared, he could not but have great confis 
dence that foreign nations would be in- 
elined to ſhare the honour; and that, if 
they were ready and willing to do ſo, they 
ought, on their part, for the ſake of the 
general good chat would reſult from ſuch 
a meaſure being univerſally taken, to fore= 
80 the honour in our favour, and to be 
. contented 
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of what he had brought forw 


* 


eoritented to follow as our imitators in 0 
excellent Aa work. He ſaid, that if they : 


were diſpoſed to ſet about it in earneſt, fo- 
reign nations might be invited to concur 


with them; either by negociation imme 
— to be e or by the effect 


„ 


40 — 9 in all probability ea, 


all tending; to prove his firm opinion that 
the unqualified abolition of the ſlave trade, 


Was r e flew: chat ought: to be taken. 

Sir Wi Faw Nous: eee ae 5 eee no 
eee to concur in the Hon. Gen- 
tleman's propoſal, if founded in the truth 
ard 4: but. at 
the ſame time the Rt. Hon. Gentleman 


oppoſite to him muſt know, that if abe 


n be Gas dels ads; ray on, Ke 


then the ſufferings of the Africans would 
be ten times greater than any they now 


felt, while the trade was legal. This Sir 


* n explained, * Rating the peculiar 


ſituation 


(mn) 


ſituation of ſeveral of our iflands, and tlis 
amazing hard fhips that the ſlaves muſt ur- 
dergo, in conſequence of numbers of them 
being erammed into the holds f mall 
veſſels, and kept there while the veſſels 


were obliged to keep hovering round i-the 


- Hands, and Wat 


effect a landing of their cargo. Sir Wil- 
lam mentioned a point, of which the Hon. 
Gentleman who had opened the debate 
had taken no notice; and that was, the 
caſe of thoſe who had lent money on 
mortgage upon the eſtates of the Weſt 
India planters. The decreaſe of negroes 
on thoſe eſtates would, he ſaid, alter and 
decreaſe the value of the property of each; 
and conſequently leſſen the ſecurity of 
the mortgagees. He mentioned, that the 
Hon. Gentleman had ſtated that 15,000 
ſlaves had been deſtroyed by the hurri- 
canes in che iſland of Jamaica; and put 

the caſe, that a planter who had mort- 

gaged his eſtate had ninety negroes, and 
a third of them were loſt either by fevers, 
A all, pox, or any other diſeaſe; in 
that 
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to be voted, * to the ultin 


eclotec — is 
necellary ao ſuggeſt theſe hints to the con · 


fideratio of the Hon. Gentleman; de- x” 


laring, however, that” he was glad che 
Hon. Gentleman had brought che t es 
rward in che ſhape of diſtinct prof 


— 


| ftic ns,” grounded upon -evidlenies--t0" be 
found inithe report of the Trier Counci 


of * — 25 1 - 7 1 
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Mr Fus ſaid, Norge had — 
bate with more ſutis faction than che pre- 


ſent. Wich regard to the plan of laying 
he -propoſitions before the Howſe, where 


he was agreed a to the ſubſtance of a 


meaſure, he did not like to differ as to the 

form of it. If, however, he differed in 
C 8 Acre n „ . 

any thing, it was rather with a view to for- 


ward the buſineſs than to injure it, or to 
throw any ching Hke an obſtacle or impedis 5 


ment in its way. Nothing like either ſhould 
come from him. What he thought, Was, 
that all che propoſitions Were not neceſſary | 


2 
F ne 


1 


10ugh ſome of them undoubtedly: were 

In order to explain this, he reminded the 
Hon. Gentleman, that the propoſitions 
were of two ſorts: one ſort alleged the fit 
grounds on which the Houſe onght to 
proceed: to aboliſh the Slave Trade; viz. 


that it was a diſgrace to humanity; that 


it was attended with the loſs of lives to 
our ſeamen, as well as the Africans; &c: - 

&c: Another ſort contained aſſertions in 
anſwer, as it were, to the objections that 
had been ſtated, or were ſuppoſed likely 
to be ſtated. The putting ſuch reſolu- 
tions on their journals might create a dif- 
ficulty to foreign powers; becauſe what 
might be a matter of objection to Great 
nn e be ſo to any other 
country. Mr Fox applauded Mr Wilber⸗ 
fired and gave him his thanks for pro- 
feſſing to do, what he thought it their 
duty to do, viz. to completely aboliſh 
the traffic in ſlaves; a traffic, for con- 
tinuing winch, on no ground, either a 
plex of policy or neceſſity could be urged: | 
Wherever an effectual remedy could not 

„%% „„ 


| — metlüng like a ec | 
was better that no-remedy at all: in the 
preſent caſe, an effectual remedy: was not 
only more deſireable, but it was much leſs 
difficult td be obtained chan a Palliative. 
He was glad chat the propoſitions were to 
be put upon the journals, bet᷑auſe if, from 
any misfortune; the buſinefs fhould fail, 
while it ſtood upon the journals, it'mighr ; 
ſucteed another year: certain it was, it 
"could not fail to ſucceed ſooner or later. 
Foreign eduntries, when they heard that 
the matter had been diſcuſſed in that 
Houſe, might follow the example, or they 
might go before us, and ſet one them 
ſelves. If this were to happen, though - 
ve might be the lofers, humanity would 
be the gainer! Mr Fox reminded the 
Houſe; that he had always been particular- 
IH ſanguine; that whenever they examined 
the Slave Trade thoroughly, they would 
find it not only inhumane, but impolitic: 
from what the Hon. Gentleman, who 
Rad fibeaitead: the | propoſitions to their 
+ * conſideration, 1 


6 


| onſideration, had ſaid, it was elear, there 
Was as little policy as humanity. in, the 
trade. But what he roſe chiefly for, Me. 
Fox faid,, was to notice what had fallen 
from the right Hon. Gentleman reſpect· 
ing the probability of foreign nations al- 
ſuming the Slave: Trade on our abandoning 
it, and in an ien manner f upplying our 
Weſt India iſlands, with ſlaves. He bad 
intended to. have riſen to have ſaid. the 
very ſame. rhing, becauſe. he. was, convig- 
 ced.that it was thezfit tone, to be held on 
ſuch. a ſubject, and that foreign nations 
wight be giyen to underſtand, that when 
this country thought proper to aboliſh ö 
the Slave Trade, we had reſources among 
us to prevent that trade being carried on 
in any manner with our oplanics. With 
regard to what the Hon. Gentleman, who 
ſpoke laſt had laid, in declaring that a 
clandeſtine trade in ſlaves was worſe than 
a legal one, he differed entirely. He 
thought ſuch a trade, if it exiſted at aul, 
+ ſhould be only clandeſtine. A trade in 
human fleſh was ſo ſcandalous, that it 
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was to the laſt degree infamous to let it be 
openly carried on by the authority of the 
Government of any country. Mr Fox 
faid, he had ſometimes been thought to 
uſe too harſh expreſſions of France in 
treating her as the rival of this country. 
Politically ſpeaking, France certainly was 
our rival; but he well knew the diftine- 
tion deen political enmity and illiberal 
prejudice. If there was any great and 
etilightened nation now exiſting in Eu- 
rope, it was France, Which was as lkely 
as any nation on the face of the globe, 
to act on the preſent ſubject with warmth 
and with enthuſiaſm ; to catch a ſpark | 
from the light ef our fire, and to run a 
race with us in promoting the ends of hu- 
manity. France has been often impro-— 
perly ſtimulated by her ambition: he had 


no donbe, ſhe would in the preſent in- 


ftance, readily follow its honourable dic- 
tates. He concluded with obſerving, that 
the buſineſs degan en en, and — 
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Mr Grenville (the Speaker) ſaid, he did 
not mean to argue the ſubject again, which 
had been reaſoned upon ſo ably ; but he 
ſhould not do juſtice to his feelings, if he 

did not expreſs to the Houſe, and to his 
Hon. Friend, the pleaſure and the ſatis- 

faction he had received from one of the 


moſt maſterly and eloquent ſpeeches he 


had ever heard, a ſpeech. which could 
not fail to do honour to his Hon. F riend, 
and entitle him to the thanks of that 
| Houſe, of the People of England, of all 
Europe, and of the lateſt poſterity. Mr 


Erenville thought a great advantage might 


be brought to the queſtion from its being 
thoroughly diſcuſſed, and therefore he 
| was peculiarly happy that his Hon. Friend 
had introduced the grounds of it in diſ- 
tin propoſitions. With regard to our co- 


lonies, we were bound, Mr Grenville ſaid, 


to aſſert our right, to prevent our iſlands 
from having; either directly or indirectly, 
any farther. connection with a trade, 
which we had thought it our duty to a- 
nden, as unfit to be carried on. That 
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Was, as the Right Hon. Gentleman had | 
termed it, the proper tone to aſſume to all 
0 Europe on ſuch a ſubject; and it was be- 


ſides proper to let our dominions know, 
chat! it was in chat view we Webac it. 


F 


Mr üer Noun bas aid. enen he 


© 


wiſhed as well to the cuuſe of humanity as 
any man, yet, as a repreſentative of the 


city of London, he could not give his con- 
ſent to a propoſition, which, if carried, 
would fill the city with men ſuffering as 
much as the poor Africans. The Alder- 


man conceived, that if wiſe regulations 


were applied to the Slave Trade, ſo as to 
cure it of the many abuſes that he had no 
doubt prevailed in it, it might, he was ſure, 


| be made a ſource of revenue and Mäkterial : 


commercial advantage. If it were aboliſn- 


ed altogether, he was perſuaded it would 


render the city of London one ſcene of 
bankruptcy and ruin. Standing in the fi- 


: ruation that he did in that Houſe, he muſt 
Tuppreſs his feelings, and act upon motives 


of PORN He therefore cautioned his 
Right 


an 


Right Hon. friend below him (Mr Fox) 
| and the Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite 
to him, not raſnily and precipitately to put 
an end to a trade, ſo eſſentially advantages | 
0us as a branch of our national commerce. 


Let the Right Hon. Gentlemen, the Alder- 


man ſaid, take care, that while they were 

giving way to the goodneſs of their hearts, 
they did not contribute to the ruin of th 

mercantile intereſts, of, their FOUDERY 


43. mr Martin 3 as it al ay.” the 
other evening that the Right Hon, Gentle- 
man's ſentiments coincided with his own, 
fo the Right Hon. Gentleman had Juſt ex- 
preſſed himſelf to his heart's content, and 
ſaid all he could have wiſhed to have ſaid, 
Mr Martin declared himſelf, it well ſatife 
fied with what had been ſo ably ſtated ! D 
the Hon. Gentleman who introduced the 
propoſitions, that he was more proud of 
being an Engliſhman than he had YRS . 
been before. He was decifively for an un- 
qualified abolition of che Slave Trade; L 
ans he flattered himſelf the voher would . 
LTH ta be 
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pe found to go along with OO an ity 
of the meaſure. With regard to what had 
fallen from the worthy Alderman, he hop- 
ed the worthy Alderman was miſtaken ; 
that no ſuch effects as he had predicted 
would take place 1 in the city of London, 
but that the citizens had too much public 
ſpirit, to wiſh that a great national object 
' ſhould not take place, merely out of com- 
Plaiſance to the conſideration of their n 
we, enn, 


ir Dempſter 451 There were . petitions 
on the table, ſtaring that private injuries 
would be felt to a conſiderable amount- 
He had therefore expected, chat the firſt 
propofition the Hon. Gentleman would 
have come forward with, would have been. 
a propofition to make good, out of the pub- 
lic purſe, all the joſſes individuals were li- 
able to ſuſtain from an abolition of the 
Slave Trade. That ought, in his mind, to 
have been the preliminary ſtep. He begged 
to aſk, had the Hon. Gentleman any plan- 
wage n of his own? Had the two. Right 


Hon. 


Hon. Gentlemen any planta tion? Un“ 85 
doubtedly 407 had not; neither had he 
any plantation. What right, then, hñad 


they to interfere with the intereſts of thoſe 


who were planters? He did not like to 
be generous out of the pockets of others. 
It was recommended to them to 'aboliſh 
the Slave Trade on a principle of humanity: 
_ Undoubtedly they owed humanity to all 
mankind; but they alſo owed juſtice to 
thoſe who were intereſted in the event of 
the queſtion, and had embarked their 
fortunes on the faith of Parliament. The 
African trade had been conſidered by that 


Houſe as ſo valuable; that they had pre- 


ferred-it to all others, 'and had' annually 
voted a very confiderable ſum towards 
2 it on. | enn hun hicherte deem- 


* + N - * 


ds had ' cheriſhed it in "ddd ence: 
HFad it really been ſuch as the Hon: 
Gentleman had repreſented it, our Anceſ. 
tors would not have encouraged it an 
more than they; and therefore, upon theſe' 
me. * * he could not help 
8 | n 
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their duty, if they aboliſhed it altogether, 


Mr Dempſter declared, that ſugar could 
he raiſed much cheaper by freemen than 
by flaves; and that it was a well known 


this, he ſtated the various comparative 


prices of ſugars in Batavia, in China, and 


in other parts of che Eaſt, in ſome of 


which it was cultivated by ſlaves, and in 


others by freemen, Having ſtated this 
diſtinctly, he ſaid there was one other. 


point that was material, and that was, 
our taking upon ourſelves to provide for 


che Weſt Indian planters, and to pronounce 


upon the means of cultivating their eſtates. 
The meaſure, in his mind, ought to have 


originated with them, and ſome petition 
ſhould have been received from them 
ſtating what their ſentiments were upon 
the ſubject, and praying the Houſe to take 
meaſures accordingly. The Houſe might 


if it pleaſed prevent any Britith ſubjects 
from becoming ſlaves; but they could not, 


2 2 


wich any Pretence of right, preſcribe to 


(9) 
de Gentlemen of the Weſt Indies by what 
hands their plantations ſhould be — 
ed. Mr Dempſter repeated his aſſertion; 
that a commiſſion of enquiry into the 
loſſes individuals concerned in the Slave 
Trade were likely to incur by the aboli- 
tion of that trade, ought to · iſſue as the 
frirſt ſtep to any future proceeding in the 
buſineſs; and when the loſſes were aſcer- 
tained, that Houſe ſhould: have proceeds. 
ed to vote an adequate compenſation, - - 
Lord Penrhyn roſe. again, merely to 
prevent the Committee from going a⸗ 
way with an idea, that ſugar could be 
cheaply cultivated by freemen. The fact 
was, that no ſuch thing was practicable. 5 
It had been tried and tried in vain. Not- 
withſtanding the veveriet, therefore, of the 
Hon. Gentleman who began the debate, 
that ſpeculation muſt be abandoned. There 
were mortgages in the Weſt India Iflands, 
his Lordſhip ſaid, to the amount of ſeventy | 
millions. The queſtion, therefore, was, if 
er paſſed the vote of abolition, they actu- 
"ul 


4 ruined the W and, by deſtroy- 

ing an 3 nurſery for ſeamen, gave 
up the 2 of the ſea at a ene 

de. ier 


Mr Smith. (Member far Sudbury) 4 ad, 
— not ſtate his concurrence with the 
propoſitions, without teſtifying his heart- 
the Hon. Gentleman who opened the de- 
bate, if it could be called a debate, had 
treated the ſubject. Mr Smith gave Mͤr 
Burke or Mr Fox (we know not which) 
credit for his ſentiments, and declared, 
chat he really did not expect any other at 
his hands than thoſe he heard from him. 
Ile cited a ſentence coincident to one of 
che Right Hon. Gentleman's arguments of 
chat day, from a pamphlet relative to the 
Eaſt Indies, written ſome years ſince, and 
deſired to lay in his claim (when they 
were to diſcuſs the buſineſs fully) to go 
into the aſſertions of the Noble Lord and 
the Hon. Gentleman, the other Member 
* e 5 for 


of choſe \grtnlemen, men were more 
candid; but, as he dick not feel any of 
_ thofe FER TRY ariſing from connection, 
he wiſhed the bufineſs to be fully examin- 
ed, being fatisfied that the more it was 
gone into, the more its total abolition would 
be found to be neceſſary and proper. He 
took notice of the various predictions of 
feveral Gentlemen, who had held out ideas 
of the miſchievous conſequences that would 
follow the abolition, and read an extract 
from a pamphlet publiſhed in 178 r, by 
Stephen Fuller, Efq; n was e 
nn e 
Mr Pin roſe again, not, 85 ſaid, to o dif- 
euſs the ſubject a ſingle moment: but, leſt 
the Houſe fhould go away with an idea 
that he acceded to the propofition of the 
Hon. Gentleman under the gallery, who 
had ſuggeſted the neceflity of making a 
_ compenſation for any loſſes that might be 
incurred by the people of Liverpool, or 
vane he — it neceſſary to 
mw | ſtate, 
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ſtate, that he. did t acquieſce in che idea; 
nor even, ſhould the fact turn out, that 
any loſſes of the fort in queſtion. ſhould be 
incurred, could he reconcile the liſtening | 
to any. claim of chat kind, and giving 4 
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ling of argument adopted by his colleague 
Mr A Newnham, and declared; he 
was not ready to ſay chat! it was expedient 
for this country to aholiſh the Slave Trade 
altogether. He chought, under wiſe: and 
uſeful regulations, it might be rendered 
bighly beneficial both to the « commerce 
and the revenue of the country. 1 41 
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N * 3 en of * 3 Paorontrloks | 
| ſubmitted! on Tueſday evening by Mr Wilberforce, to che 
coouſideration of the Committee, to whom the Report of 
me Privy Council, various Petitions for the Abolition. of 
dhe SL. AVE TRADE, and other Papers r relative there- 
to, had been referred; which Propoſitions were by con- 
ſent ordered to ly on the Fable. | 


$4353 #5. ? DG pet LIRA : 8371821 ** 58 we 25 1111 * * | 
| That the anion of ſlaves annually n from the 8. ; 
2 Africa in Britiſh veſlels, is et to amount to about 
000. 1 15 2 . 
bet the nowber ally carried to the Britiſh Weſt la⸗ 
dia iſlands, has amounted to about 22,500, on an average 
four years, to the year 1787, incluſive. 
That the number annually retained in the ſaid iſlands, as 
far as a pears by the Cuſtomhouſe accounts, has amounted, 
| = the youu b Ie to nen 3 55 


ny * 45 4 48 ASS, 8 : 2 * 
85 * 2 8 314410 +4 6 


Tust much he's Thats number * the ne roes carried a- 
"way, by European, veſſels, are brought from 15 interior parts 
olf the continent of Arica, and many of them from a very 
great diſtanee. 
That no preciſe information appears to have been obtained 
oe the manner in which theſe perſons have been made ſlaves. 
But that from the accounts, as far as any have been pro- 
wh on this ſubject, with reſpect to the ſlaves brought from 
the interior parts of Africa, and from the information which 
has been received reſpecting the countries nearer to the Coaſt, 
the ſlaves may in ene be claſſed _— wane of * N 
ing deſcriptions; 
iſt, Priſoners Wen in war. | 
: 2d, Free perſons fold for abt, © or on account of real or 
imputed crimes, particularly adultery and witchcraft, in 
which caſes they are frequently ſold with their whole fami- 
Hes, and ſometimes for the profit of thoſe hf whom 4 * a. : 
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condemned,” 
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0 Domeſtic ſlaves ſold for the profit of their ers, is 
nw At will of the rafters, and in dan aha bu 
being condemned by them, for real or imputed crimes. 
IAth, Perſons made ſlaves by various acts of oppreſfſiong 
violence, or fraud, committed either by the princes and chiefs 
of thoſe countries on their ſubjects, or by private individuals 
on each other, or laſtly by Europeans engaged in this traffic. 


1 That the trade carried on by European nations on the coaſt 

| of Africa for the purchaſe of ſlaves, has neceſſarily a tendency 
to dœcaſion frequent and cruel wars „ natives, to 
produce unjuſt convictions and puniſſiments for pretended or 
: e crimes, to encourage acts of oppreſſion, violence, 

and fraud, and to obſtruct the natural courſe of civilization 


and improvement in thoſe countries. 


Li 2 F 


SD de „ 5 IV. | 75 & cle, ; 1. 5 1 
That the continent of Africa, in its preſent ſtate, furniſhes 
ſeveral valuable articles of commerce, highly important to 
the trade and manufactures of this kingdom, and which are 
in a great meaſure peculiar to that quarter of the globe: And 
| that the ſoil and climate have been found by experience well 
adapted to the production of other articles, with which we 
are now either wholly or in great part ſupplied by foreign 


nations. f 


That an extenſive commerce with Africa in theſe commodi- 
ties, might probably be. ſubſtituted in the place of that which 
is now carried on in ſlaves, ſo as at leaſt to afford a return for 
the ſame quantity of goods as has annually been earried thi- 
ther in Britiſh veſſels: And laſtly, that ſuch a commerce 
might reaſonably be expected to increaſe in proportion to the 
progreſs of civilization and improvement on that continent 
e ; 5 V. 3 8 N a 5 
That che Slave Trade has been found by experience to be 
a injurious and deſtructive to the Britiſh ſeamen who 
ave been employed therein: And that the mortality among 
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gebe Ear greater than i in his Majeſty's id fatto id. 
on the coaſt of Africa, or than has been uſual in Britiſh vel 
| n in uy Es trade. Fa 


That the mode of | wanting . REN. from Africa to the 
Weſt Indies, neceſſarily expoſes them to many and grievous 
ſufferings, for which no regulations can provide an adequate _— 


remedy ; and that in conſequence thereof, a large proportion 
of them has annually periſhed during the voyage. 


VII. 

That a kw proportion of the ſlaves fo tranſported has alſo 
periſhed i in the harbours in the Weſt Indies, previous to their 
being ſold : That this Joſs is ſtated by the Aſſembly of the 
iſland of Jamaica at about four and a half per cent. of the 
number imported; and is by medical perſons of experience in 
that iſland aſcribed in great meaſure to diſeaſes contracted 
during the voyage, and to the mode of treatment on board 


the ſhips, by which thoſe diſeaſes have been ſuppreſſed for a 
time, in 8 to render tlie flaves fit for immediate ſale. 


va. 


That the loſs of newly imported negroes within the 7 | 
three years after their i importation, bears 4 lurge E to 
the whole number bs ee a 


IX; 
That the natural increaſe of population among the flaves i in 


the iſlands, appears to have been W priccipeny by the 
following caules. 7 


£ 1/2, The inequality of the ſees in the importations Fla 
Africa. 


2d, The general difſolateneſs of manner among the 9 | 
and the want of proper regulations: for the een of 
inge, and ol rearing es, „ 
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24, The particular diſeaſes which are drewlent among 
khem, and which are in ſome inſtances attributed to too ſevere 
labour, or rigorous treatment, and in others to inſufficient or 


improper food. 


4th, Thoſe difeaſes which affect a large proportion of Ne- 
gro children in their infancy, and thoſe to which the Negroes 
newly imported from Africa ofa been found to be particu- 


oy arp : | oY 


That the whole number of the ſlaves in the iſland of Ja- 
maica in 1768, was about . 5 167,000 


That the number in 1774 was, as ſtated by Gover- 


nor Keith, about "T4 * . 15 8 2 193,000 


And that the number in December 1787, as Lated * 
by Lieutenant-Governor Clarke, was about 256, c 


That by comparing theſe numbers with the numbers im- 
ported into and retained in the iſland in the ſeveral years from 


1768 to 1774 incluſive, as appearing from the accounts de- 


Tivered to the Committee of Trade by Mr Fuller, and in the 
ſeveral years from 1775 incluſive, to 1787 alſo incluſive, as 
appearing by the accounts delivered in by the Inſpector- Ge- 

neral, and allowing for a loſs of about 1-2 2d part by deaths 
on ſhip-board after entry, as ſtated in the report of the Aſ- 
ſembly of the ſaid iſland of Jamaica, it appears, that the an- 


nual exceſs of deaths above births in the iſland, in the whole 
- Period of 19 years, has been in the proportion of about 7-8ths 


per cent. computing on the medium number of ſlaves in the 
iſland during that period. That 1n the firſt fix years of the 
ſaid nineteen, the exceſs of deaths was in the proportion of 
rather more than one on every hundred on the medium num- 


ber. That in the laſt thirteen years of the ſaid nineteen, the 
exceſs of deaths was in the proportion of about 3-5ths on 
every hundred on the medium number: And that a number 


of ſlaves, amounting to 15, ooo, is ſtated by the Report of the 
Iſland of Jamaica to have periſhed during the latter period in 


conſequence of repeated hurricanes, and of the want of fo- 
ge des of eee | 


XI. 


. 
Phat the whole number of ſlaves in the Iſland of Barbadoes 
Was in the year 1754, according to the account given in to 


the Committee of Trade by Mr Braithwaite, - 70,700 
That in 1774, the number was, by the ſame ac- + 


count ; | Bb „ 0; 15 00 ORG 

In 1780, by ditt. — 68,270 
In 1781, after the Hurricane, according to the ſame ' + + 

nch omg ple cn dd o 3; ww Gael 

In 1786, by ditto - - „„ 


That by comparing theſe numbers with the number im- _ 
ported into this iſland, according to the ſame account (not 
allowing for any re- exportation) the annual exceſs of deaths 
above births in the 10 years from 1764 to 17974, was 
in the proportion of about five on every hundred, computing 
on the medium number of ſlaves in the Ifland during that 
period. | Ss | 


That in the ſeven years from 1774 to 1780, both incluſive, 
the exceſs of deaths was in the proportion of about one and 
one-third on every hundred on the medium number. 


That between the year 1780 and 1781, there appears to 


have been a decreaſe in the number of ſlaves of about 0. 


That in the fix years from 1781 to 1786, both inclufive, 
the exceſs of dearhs was in the proportion of rather leſs than 
 [Aeven-eightbs in every hundred on the medium number. 


And that in the four years from 1783 to 1786, both in- 
cluſive, the exceſs of deaths was in the proportion of rather 
leſs than one third in every hundred on the medium number. 


And that during the whole period there is no doubt that 
ſome were exported from the iſland, but confiderably more in 
the firſt part of this period than in the laſt, 


XII. 


That the accounts from the Leeward Iſlands and from 
Dominica, Grenada, and St Vincents, do not furniſh ſufh- 
cient grounds for comparing the ſtate of population in the 
faid Iſlands at different periods, with the number of ſlaves 
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which have been 3 time to time imported into the ta 


Iffands, and exported therefrom. But that from the evidence 


which has been received reſpecting the preſent ſtate of theſe 
Iſlands, as well as of Jamaica and Barbadoes, and from a 

conſideration of the means of obviating the cauſes which have 
hitherto operated to impede the natural increaſe of the ſlaves, 
and of leſſening the demand for manual labour, without di- 


miniſhing the profit of the Planter, it appears that no con- 


ſiderable or permanent inconvenience would reſult from diſ- 
mi the farther W of African Slayes. 
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TRANSLATION OF, ry LETTER. 


. rr uy THe _— 
2 of the Friends of the N leres, 
* 8 


F R A N ©: EY 


To Tart 


Different Bailliages, or Di Midi, 


+ 


\ 
| GENTLEMEN, 


* 


T the very time in which America 
ſhook off her ſervitude, the gene- 
rous friends of liberty conceived that 

their cauſe would be degraded, if the 
lavery of the negroes received the ſanc- 
tion of law. A free man who holds ſlaves, 
or who approves of his countrymen hold- 
ing them, either acknowledges himſelf 
guilty of injuſtice, or muſt aſſume as a 
principle, that liberty is only an advan- 
tage procured by force, not a right recei- 


Entitled to ſend DeLEGATES to the Sean ans: 


„ 106 3 
ved from. nature. The abolition, there · 
fre, of 'negro ſlavery. was eſteemed by 

the General United States, and by the 
convention in which they were repreſent- _ 
dd, not only a meaſure dictated by ſound. 
policy, but an act of juſtice required by 
humanity and honour. And indeed, how 
could they claim, without blyſhing, thoſe = 
declarations of right—thoſe inviolable bul- 
warks of the liberty and ſecurity of the 
people, if they indulged: themſelves in 
the continual violation of their moſt ſa- 
cred* principles? With what propriety 
could they talk of thoſe rights, had they 
diebaſed them into arbitrary conditions of 
mutual agreement; by ſhewing, in their 
conduR, that they did not think Want! in- 
png for all mankind ? Df. | 
As the French nation is now buſy in 
recovering rights, the exerciſe of which 
me has neglected, ſhe will doubtleſs ſhew . 

a ſpirit fimilar to that of the people whoſe 
"cauſe ſhe has efpouſed, to whom probably 
the owes a great part of her know= 
ledge, and whoſe cool and ſteady wiſdom 
3 the difference of circum- 
| ſtances, 


5 


W * ales and the nn 
it were to be wiſhed ſhe would imitate, 
Hou can the nation proteſt againſt abuſes, 
ſanctioned by time, and eſtabliſhed by legal 
forms, and urge againſt them the natural 
and unpreſcriptive rights of mankind, and 
the authority of reaſon, if ſhe tolerates, 
by filence on the ſubject, ſo, glaring a vio- 


lation of reaſon and natural right, as the 


1 of the negroes? 

The Society of the F. riends of the Na 
e Ma truſt, that the nation will conſi- 
der the trade in ſlaves and ſlavery among 
the evils, the deſtruction of which they 
muſt reſolve on, and prepare for; and 
they addreſs themſelves confidently to 
their countrymen, met to chooſe their re- 
_ preſentatives, to bring to their view theſe. 

eriminal cuſtoms, eſtabliſhed by violence, 
ſanctioned by law, and pleaded for ** 
prejudice, _ 

We know that there are abuſes which 
cannot be remedied in a day, which be- 
ing connected with political intereſt, or 
ſeeming to be ſo, are only to be done a- 
way with che 8 requiſite to in- 
| 1 
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fare 8 deſireable object, 283 are not to 
be bought at too dear a rate; and we do 
not requeſt you to vote for the inftant o- 
verthrow of ſuch evils. ; 

We now beſeech you only to turn your | 
attention to the ſufferings of - 400,000 
men, conſigned to ſlavery by treachery 
or force, condemned with their families 
to labour, without Kopel of releaſe, expo- : 
ſed to the rigorous -and arbitrary treat- 
ment of their maſters, deprived of all 
the rights of nature, and of ſociety, and 
reduced to the condition of domeſtic ani- 
- mals ; having only, like them, the inte- 

reſt 1 their owners for a pledge of their 
life and happineſs. 

We lay at your feet the cauſe of twenty 
nations, and of many millions of man 
kind, whoſe liberty, peace, manners, and 
virtues, have been theſe two hundred 
years ſacrificed to the intereſts of com- 
merce, and thoſe intereſts 8 il un- | 
derſtood. 

We requeſt you to inſert in Four in- 
ſtructions a ſpecial one, enjoining your 
deputies to require of the General States, 

| —_ 


to 990 of £ he means of. Putting an ad 
to the Slave Trade, and of Preparing for 
the abolition of Slavery; for it is too de- 
| grading to human nature to ſuppoſe, that 
ſuch abuſes can be neceſſary to the po- 
litical exiſtence and prof] perity of a great 
nation — that the welfare of twenty-four 
millions of Frenchmen muſt be neceſſa- 
rily ſupported by the miſery of 400,000. 
Africans ;—or that nature has provided 
for men no means of happineſs uncorrupt- 
ed with the tears of men like themſelves, 
and undefiled with blood. And we muſt 
be permitted alſo to wiſh, that France may 
have the honour of ſetting an example to 
the nations, which intereſt will ſoon oblige 
them to follow. | 
You may be told that this buſineſs is 
foreign to your purpoſe; but can any of 
the rights of juſtice and humanity be ſo 
to noble and feeling minds? The aſſertion, 
Rowever, 1 1s deceitful.— What is oppoſed 
to thoſe who wiſh to ſoften the hard 
lot of flaves? Neceſſity Policy Cuſ- 
tom. And are not neceflity, policy, and 


cuſtom, oppoſed to your own wiſhes, 
II when 
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A 1 s juſtice for yourſelves ? 


Is it not your deareſt intereſt to maintain 


chat no cuſtom, no prerogative, ſhould 
ſtand againſt rights which have their 


foundation in nature itſelf ? —If you will 


condeſcend to look into books tending to 


apologize for ſlavery, or ſetting forth the 
difficulty of ſubverting it, you will per- 


ceive that the principles and conceſſions 
they contain, will equally juſtify every 


kind of tyranny, and every e on 


5 the rights of humanity. 


We are not content with VI 


lavery to be unjuſt, and the Slave Trade 
a ſource of 'crimes ; but we defire you to 
conſider, whether in this queſtion (as in 


many others) ſound policy and juſtice do 
not go hand in hand ;—whether the very 


pecuniary intereſt of the nation does not 


require a change of principles and con- 
duct, as much as the intereſts of humani- | 
ty z—and whether, as far as regards the 
| abolition of the Slave Trade, this pecuniary 


intereſt does not require ſpeedy and effi- 
cacious exertions, which it may be im- 


* to delay. 


„ 1 5 We 


K 


We are accuſed of being enemies to the 
8 are enemies only of injuſ- 


tice - but we do ſay, that no man can by 


any means become another man's proper- | 
ty : We do not want to injure their poſs 
8 q but we want to purify the ſource 
of their riches; and to render them inno- 
cent and lawful. In ſhort, whilſt we thus 
plead on behalf of the negroes, we ſpeak 
the language of many planters, who Are 
ſufficiently well informed to perceive that 
dur views are not contrary to their per- 
manent intereſt, and ſufficiently candid 
to aſſiſt us in a work, which has for one 
5 object the giving them the liberty to be hu- 
mane and juſt. We are, Gentlemen, your 
| _ humble, and moſt obedient ſervants, 
The Maxavis DE e Pref. 
[24 JEW ene i 2 *Treaf. 
Gig NG RAMAICNWAGC, ©5517: dee 
Reſolved unanimouſſy, at a General 
Aſſembly of the Society of the Friends of 
the Negroes, held at Paris, at the Hotel de 
Luſſan, Rue Croix des petits Champs, 25 
5 55 February, 1789. | 
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2 Bu FP AAS ne 3 adopted 
this propoſal, : and have recommended the 
matter to the States General; and as there 


are ſeveral members of that reſpectable 


body, who are likewiſe members of the 


French en, there is reaſon to believe 


that the buſineſs Wi meet "onus A  favorirs | 


able attention. 


This, „ is 


the apprehenſions which have been induſ- 


triouſly excited in the minds of the pub- 
lic, that the French will take up the Slave 
Trade the moment the Englith relinquiſh 
it, which is one of the favourite argu- 


ments of the enemies of the abolition of 

the Slave Trade; but had it any ſolid 
commercial foundation (which it certainly 
has not) there is great reaſon to believe 
chat the French nation has not, on prin- 


ciples of humanity, even the inclination 


to take the lead in this horrid commerce. 


SOCIETY 


Socbrr AT - EDINBURGH -. 


2 von Tur PURPOSE OF EPFECTING Tur | . 
4 haulin 0 15 AFRICAN e TR on 
At 4 GENE RAI. ME ETING held here this Day, 


IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED, 


That the following SUBSCRIBERS be appointed a Conurrrrß | 
PIE for conducting the Buſineſs. | | 
| Lord GARDENSTON, Chairman, 4 $14 
Sir WILLIAM FORBES, Baronet, Deputy Chairman, 
| Right Hon. Lord Napier 
Rev. Prof. And. Hunter, D. D. 
0 Rev. Prof. Wm. Greenfield 
William Creech, Eſq; 
| Adam Rolland, Eſq;, 
Alex. Ferguſon, Ea, | 
John Dickſon, Eſq; amy 
6.33/14: Joe: Erſkine; Eſq; 
John Campbell, Eſq | 
Arch. Gibſon, Eſa; 6 
ASS Fetsber. rn wren fc to the 8 Sint | 
Hor. Cannan, Eſq; ] 


Ain, Arisox, Eſq; Treaf.. CAurbrrt Harnvrre, Se | 


— 


x: 


8 . 6th N ene 1789. | 
HE 8 RESOLUT IONS being unanimouſly 


agreed to, as expreſſive of the ſentiments of the -$SO- _ 


CIETY, the ſame were ordered to be printed in the Edin- | 
burgh Newſpapers, and alſo ſeparately, for diftribution. | 


' 1999, THAT the SLAVE TRADE is, in its very nature, 
inconſiſtent with the firſt principles of juſtire and humanity, 
as well as a direct violation of rhe precepts of true Religion. 
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A2 q, TH AT. the 1 a | inbumanity of. this Traffic 1 is 
greatly heightened, by the means uſed for procuring Slaves 
upon the Coaſt of Africa :—-They' are either kidnapped di- 
rectly by the Europeans, or ſold to them by native traders, 
wo, on purpoſe to procure them, are guilty of every kind of 


violence and wrong.—The whole bonds of Society are broken 


to ſupply this trade; and Nations, naturally quiet and harm- 


% © 


leſs, are diſturbed with continual wars, for the 3 poſe 
of making the captives ſlaves. 5 | 


ztio, THAT after the Negroes are « think ikst or kid- 


napped, and put on board the Slave-ſhips, the 'confinemert 


there is ſo eloſe, the crowd ſo great, and their treatment al- 


together ſo barbarous, that out of a hundred thouſand annual- 


ly carried away from Africa, near a fifth part die before 


they reach the market in the Weſt Indies, and another fifth 
within the firſt year die of diſeaſes contracted on 0 
or of the ſeaſoning fever. 


415, THAT when theſe our <a lldabcrentoris are 


arrived in the Weſt Indics, they are ſubjected to numberleſs 
Teverities and abuſes, which, notwithſtanding all the regula- 
tions made to the contrary, prevail, in many inſtances, to 
ſuch a degree, as is a dilgrace to any civilized Society.— The 
very laws made for the protection of Slaves, prove the truth 
of this aſſertion; and the inſufficiency of theſe en, Proves 
that ſomething further ſhould be done. * 


5to, THAT the Slave Trade is not only online with 


Juſtice and bumanity, but i is, in a very great 97 a prejudi- 
cial to the Britiſh Nation in particular; becau 


it diminiſhes conſiderably the number of our Seamen. 

6:9, THAT for theſe reaſons, this Society are reſolved to 
concur with the London Society, and others inſtituted with 
BBmilar views, in uſing every means of bringing this great 


and important ſubject under the conſideration of Parliament; 
aud while our fellow-ſubjects in England (fo deſervedly 


diſtinguiſhed throughout the world ſor their humanity 


and love of liberty) are making ſuch vigorous exertions, it is 


hoped, that in this part alſo of the United Kingdoms, the 
Friends of nog the will give their, Link, countenance and 


ſupport. 
(Signed) 'E RA. GA RDEN. 


8 


e, contrary to 
the nature of every other foreign trade, inſtead of ant, 
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Names 15 SUBSCRIBERS, ZE, SIS 

SUBSCRIBED, for. DexRAYING hd 
rennen 1208 out {00s the SLAVE 
7 RADE. 


Lady Abercrombie VC 
Mr Patrick Aliſon of Newhall — — 11 
Mr Alexander Aliſon of Exciſe — — 11 
James Balmain, Efqg'—  —, = 1 1 
Mr John Buchan, Writer to the Signet — 1 1 
Mr John Balfour jun. of Felrig—  — . 
Right Honourable Lord Balgonie BSE” — 5 8 2 
Mr John Campbell, Writer to the signet 1 
James Cheape, Eſq; ; — — i 
Mr Horatius Cannan, Writer to the Signet - — 1 


Rev.- John Colquhoun, Teil: e 10 
D. a nes — . 
Mrs Campbell of Southaal!! 

Rev. Dr Dalrymple, ur — 

John Dickſon, Eſq; Advocate „5 
Mr Alexander Donaldſon, Printer e 

Rev. Dr n,, GT — — 

Mr John Erſkine, Advocate — — 

James Farquharſon, Ef; — 

Francis Farquharſon, Eſ dj: 


Mr Archibald Fletcher, Writer to the Signet 
Mr James Ferrier, Writer to the Signet 

Mr Peter Forreſter, Merchant — 
Alexander Ferguſon, Eſq; — oe 
Sir William Forbes, Baronet | —— 
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Mr Farquharſon of Bruxy bh — — 
Rev. Mr Finlay of Polmont — — 
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Mr Robert Gilleſpie, 8 1 _— 5 
Mr A 
f Alexander Gordon, Eſq; Greenlaw | EX 
Ker, Dr Hunter  — - DO 


| From a Lady — v— — 
Mr A. 3 Writer to the Signet. 


— 
Mr Thomas Trotter, Merchant 
| Mr Wauchop of Edmonſton . LY 


Mr Robert Young OT ney 
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4 Gibſon, Writer to the Signe 
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Mr Andrew Hamilton of Exciſe . . 
John Lamont, Eſq; fo 9 NS, SITS 
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Sir William Murray  — — 
Lord Napier 
Miſs Pitcairne, Canongate— 
Adam Rolland, Efq; ame * 55 
Rev. Thomas Randall — 

Mr Walter Scott, Writer to 1 Signet 
Lady Stewart of Allanb ank 
Mr Stewart of Allanbank junior = 
Mr D rs... 
| Mr John, Thomſon of Exciſe TR” 7 
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Rev., Mr Walker — er 
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Mr Robert Watt $a — 8 3 GETS 575 
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a 8 Total at 26th, May 1789 hs 79 9 6 


1 Further 5 will be received 13 


Meſſrs 8 RAMs a add Co. 


Sir WII EIAM Forts, Sir Janes Hunter, and Co. 
Meſs rn GaispxkER, and Co., ane 5 
ET SR, And by. h 


3 Arrsox of the Exciſe, Treaſurer to the Soeietp r 
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